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Essential Meaning of array

formal

1 : to place (a group of things) in a particular position so that they are in order or so that they look attractive

2 literary : to dress (someone, especially yourself) in fine clothing She arrayed herself in rich velvets and satins.
3 : to put (soldiers) in a place or position so that they are ready to attack They arrayed [=deployed] the troops
along the hilltop.

Full Definition of array

(Entry 1 of 2)
transitive verb

1 : to dress or decorate especially in splendid or impressive attire : adorn ... he had already arrayed himself in his
best clothes.— Thomas Hardy

2a: to set or place in order : draw up, marshal the forces arrayed against us

b : to set or set forth in order (something, such as a jury) for the trial of a cause

3 : to arrange or display in or as if in an array The ... data are arrayed in descending order.— Ed Burnett
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array
noun
Definition of array (Entry 2 of 2)

1 : an imposing group : large number faced a whole array of problems also : variety, assortment a broad array of
styles

2a : aregular and imposing grouping or arrangement : order lined up ... in soldierly array— Donald Barthelme
b law : an orderly listing of jurors impaneled

3a : clothing, attire

b : rich or beautiful apparel : finery

4 : a body of soldiers : militia the baron and his feudal array

5a(1) : a number of mathematical elements arranged in rows and columns

(2) : a data structure in which similar elements of data are arranged in a table

b : a series of statistical data arranged in classes in order of magnitude

6 : a group of elements forming a complete unit an antenna array

Other Words from array " _Synonyms & Antonyms More Example Sentences Learn More About
array

Other Words from array

Verb

arrayer noun

Synonyms & Antonyms for array

Synonyms: Verb

adorn,
beautify,
bedeck,
bedizen,
blazon,
caparison,
deck,
decorate,
@a

do up,
doll up,
drape,
dress,
embellish,
emblaze,
emboss,
enrich,
fancify,
fancy up,
festoon,
garnish,
glitz (up),
grace,
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gussy up,
ornament,
pretty (up),
trim

Synonyms: Noun

assemblage,
band,
bank,
batch,
mrya
block,
bunch,
clot,
clump,
cluster,
clutch,
collection,
constellation,
group,
grouping,
huddle,
knot,

lﬂ’
muster,
package,
parcel,
passel,
set,

suite

Antonyms: Verb

Visit the Thesaurus for More @

blemish,
deface,
disfigure,
mar,

scar

noil

(2]

Array Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Examples of array in a Sentence

Verb She arrayed herself in rich velvets and satins. a door arrayed for the holidays with a beautiful evergreen
wreath

See More
Recent Examples on the Web: Verb My first task was to unpack the boxes and array the pages contained within
across a long mahogany conference table, preparing them for Callahan’s inspection. — New York Times, 3 June
2021 During President Barack Obama's troop surge, about 100,000 military personnel were arrayed across the
country, fighting to win remote areas from Taliban control. — Missy Ryan, Anchorage Daily News, 19 May 2020
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These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of
the word 'array.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors.
Send us feedback.

See More

First Known Use of array

Verb
13th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1
Noun

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 2a

History and Etymology for array

Verb

Middle English arayen, arrayen "to put in order, prepare, marshal (troops), equip, adorn," borrowed from Anglo-
French arraier, arreyer, aroier "to arrange, order, marshal, set in order (a jury, assize), equip, attire, adorn"
(continental Old French areer), going back to Vulgar Latin *arrédare, from Latin ad- ad- + Vulgar Latin *-rédare,
in *conrédare, presumed adaptation of Gothic garedan "to make provisions" — more at curry entry 1

Note: The forms arrai-, aroi- presumably represent generalizations of the tonic stem of areer: The verb *arrédare
is common to most Romance languages: Old Occitan arezar "to put in order," Catalan arrear "to provide,"
Spanish, "to adorn, decorate," Italian arredare "to furnish, equip.”

Noun

Middle English aray, array, arraye "preparation, arrangement, condition, line of soldiers, equipment, adornment,"
borrowed from Anglo-French arrai, arraie "order, arrangement, condition, ordered list of jurors, body of men,
entourage, equipment," noun derivative of arraier "to order, array entry 1"

Buying Guide

Our team at The Usage has selected the best iron of 2021.

Learn More About array

Share array

Post the Definition of array to Facebook @ Share the Definition of array on Twitter @

Time Traveler for array

@

The first known use of array was in the 13th century
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See more words from the same century

Dictionary Entries Near array

Arrawak
array

arrayal

See More Nearby Entries

Statistics for array
Look-up Popularity

Top 1% of words

Cite this Entry

“Array.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/array.
Accessed 29 Dec. 2021.
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MLA® Chicago@ APA® Merriam-Webster®
Seen & Heard
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More Definitions for array
array

verb

arrray |\ o-'ra @_\
arrayed; arraying

Kids Definition of array

(Entry 1 of 2)

1 : to place in order Soldiers arrayed themselves for review. The table was arrayed with all sorts of delicacies.
2 : to dress especially in fine or beautiful clothing He was arrayed like a prince.

array
noun
Kids Definition of array (Entry 2 of 2)

1 : an impressive group You can choose from an array of colors.
2 : a group of persons (as soldiers) in a certain order

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/array 713
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3 : fine or beautiful clothing They were dressed in magnificent array.

4 : regular order or arrangement

5 : a group of mathematical elements (as numbers or letters) arranged in rows and columns
array

transitive verb

array | \o-'1a @_\

Legal Definition of array

(Entry 1 of 2)

: to set (a jury) for trial specifically : to set (a jury) by calling out the names of the jurors one at a time — compare
impanel

array
noun
Legal Definition of array (Entry 2 of 2)

: the group of people summoned to serve as jurors from which the jury will be chosen also : a list of the jurors'
names — see also challenge to the array at challenge — compare venire

More from Merriam-Webster on array

Nglish: Translation of array for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of array for Arabic Speakers

WORD OF THE DAY

carte blanche @

Sece Definitions and Examples »

Get Word of the Day daily email!

Your email address
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