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322  dieffenbachia e diffident

dief-fen-bach-ia \,dé-fon-'ba-ké-a, ,di-, -'ba-\ n [NL, fr. Ernst Dieffen-
bach 1855 Ger. naturalist] (ca. 1900) : any of a genus (Dieffenbachia of
the family Araceae) of erect poisonous tropical American plants that
have oblong usu. variegated leaves and are often used as houseplants

\'di-;hiird\ adj (1922) : strongly or fanatically determined or

devoted {~ fans); esp : strongly resisting change {a ~ conservative)
— die-hard n — die-hard-ism \-iz-om\ 7

di-el \'di-al, -,¢l\ adj [irreg. fr. L dies day + E -al] (ca. 1935) : involving a
24-hour period that usu. includes a day and the adjoining night {~
fluctuations in temperature)

diel.drin \'dé(a)l-dran\ 7 [Diels-Alder reaction (an addition reaction
forming a 6-membered ring), after Otto Diels & Kurt Alder] (ca. 1949)
: a white crystalline persistent chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticide

C)2HsCl¢O that accumulates in and becomes toxic to vertebrates

di«ezleC-lrlc \,di-a-'lek-trik\ 7 [dia- + electric] (1837) : a nonconductor of
direct electric current — tric adj

constant n (1875) : PERMITTIVITY

dielectric heating » (1944) : the rapid and uniform heating throughout
a nonconducting material by means of a high-frequency electromag-
netic field

di-en-ceph-a.lon \,di-an-'se-fa-lin, ,di-(,)en-, -lan\ n [NL, fr. dia- + en-
cephalon) (ca. 1883) : the posterior subdivision of the forebrain —
called also benveenbrain — di-en-ce-phal-ic \-sa-'fa-lik\ adj

di-ene \'di-&n\ n [di- + -ene] (1917) : a compound containing two dou-
ble bonds between carbon atoms

die—off \'di-,of\ 7 (1936) : a sudden sharp decline of a population (as of
rabbits) that is not caused directly by human activity (as hunting)

die off \'di-*of\ vi (1697) : to die sequentially either singly or in numbers
so that the total ber is greatly diminished

die out vi (1853) : to become extinct

di-er-e-sis var of DIAERESIS

die-sel \'dé-zal, -sal\ n [Rudolf Diesel] (1894) 1: DIESEL ENGINE 2:a
vehicle driven by a diesel engine

diesel-electric

1dif.fer-ence \'di-forn(t)s, ‘di-f(a-)ran(t)s\ n (14c) 1 a : the quality or
state of being different b : an instance of differing in nature, form, or
quality ¢ archaic : a ch istic that distinguishes one from anoth-
er or from the average d : the element or factor that separates or dis-
tinguishes contrasting situations 2 : distinction or discrimination in
prefi 3 a : disag in opinion : DISSENSION b : an in-
stance or cause of disagreement 4 : the degree or amount by which
things differ in quantity or measure; specif : REMAINDER 2b(1) S5:a
significant change in or effect on a situation

erence vz -enced; -enc-ing (1576) : DIFFERENTIATE, DISTINGUISH
1dif.fer-ent \'di-fornt, 'di-f(e-)ront\ adj [MF, fr. L different-, differens,
prp. of differre] (14c) 1 : partly or totally unlike in nature, form, or
uality : DISSIMILAR {could hardly be more ~) — often followed by
m, than, or chiefly Brit. fo {small, neat hand, very ~ from the cap-
tain’s tottery ch —R. L. > {vastly ~ in size than it
was twenty-five years ago —N. M. Pusey) <a very ~ situation to the
...one under which we live —Sir Winston Churchill) 2 : not the
same: as @ : DISTINCT {~ age groups) b : VARIOUS {(~ members of
the class) ¢ : ANOTHER {switched to a ~ TV program) 3 : UNUSU-

AL, SPECIAL {she was ~ and superior) — dif-fer-ent-ness n
syn DIFFERENT, DIVERSE, DIVERGENT, DISPARATE, VARIOUS mean
unlike in kind or character. DIFFERENT may imply little more than
separateness but it may also imply contrast or contrariness {different
foods). DIVERSE implies both distinctness and marked contrast {such
diverse interests as dancing and football). DIVERGENT implies move-
ment away from each other and unlikelihood of ultimate meeting or
reconciliation {went on to pursue divergent careers). DISPARATE em-
phasizes incongruity or incompatibility <{disparate notions of free-
dom). VARIOUS stresses the number of sorts or Kinds {tried various

methods).

usage Numerous have di d different than in
spite of its use since the 17th century by many of the best-known
names in English literature. It is nevertheless standard and is even rec-
ded in many handbooks when d by a clause. Different

ngi
adj (1914) : of, relating to, or employing the bi
tion of a diesel engine driving an electric generator {a ~ locomotive)
engine 7 (1894) : an internal combustion engine in which air is

compressed to a temperature sufficiently high to ignite fuel injected
into the cylinder where the combustion and expansion actuate a piston

die.sel-ing \'dé-za-lin, -so-\ n (ca. 1955) : the continued oFcra!ion of an
internal combustion engine after the ignition is turned off

die-selsize \'dé-za-liz, -s2-\ vt -ized; -iz-ing (1925) : to equip with a die-
sel engine or with di lectric 1 ives — di iza.tion \,dé-
za-la-'za-shon, -sa-\ n

Di-es Irae \,dé-(,)as-'é-,ra\ n [ML, day of wrath; fr. the first words of the

n ) : a medieval Latin hymn on the Day of Judgment sung in
requiem masses

disesis \'di-a-sas\ n, pl di-eses \-,séz\ [prob. fr. It, sharp (in music), sym-
bol for a sharp, fr. , quarter tone, fr. L, fr. Gk, fr. diiénai to send
through, fr. dia- + hienai to send — more at JET] (ca. 1706) : DOUBLE
DAGGER

dises-ter \'di-,es-tar\ 7 (1935) : a compound containing two ester groups

dl:r-stock \'di-,stik\ 7 (ca. 1859) : a stock to hold dies used for cutting

1l

divestrus \(,)di-'es-tras\ # [NL, fr. dia- + estrus] (1942) : a period of sex-
ual quiescence that intervenes between two periods of estrus — di-es-
trous \-tras\ adj

1di.et \'di-at\ n [ME diete, fr. OF, fr. L diaeta, fr. Gk diaita, lit.,

from, the generally safe choice, is more common and is even used in
constructions where than would work more smoothly.
*different adv (1744) : DIFFERENTLY
dif-fer-en-tia \,di-fa-'ren(t)-sh(é-)a\ n, pl -ti-ae \-shé-&, -shé-i\ [L, dif-
ference, fr. different-, differens)] (1690) : an element, feature, or factor
that distinguishes one entity, state, or class from another; esp : a cl
acteristic trait distinguishing a species from other species of the same

enus

‘ill-feroen-ﬂnl \,di-fa-'ren(t)-shal\ adj (1647) 1 a : of, relating to, or
constituting a difference : DISTINGUISHING b : making a distinction
between individuals or classes ¢ : based on or resulting from a differ-
ential d : fanctioning or proceeding differently or at a different rate
2 : being, relating to, or involving a differential or differentiation 3a
: relating to quantitative differences b : producing effects by reason of

uantitative differences — dif-fer«enstial-ly \-'ren(t)-sha-1€\

*different n (1704) 1a: the product of the derivative of a function
of one variable by the increment of the independent variable b :a
sum of products in which each product consists of a partial derivative
of a given function of several variables multiplied by the cor di
increment and which ins as many as there are i
dent variables in the function 2 : a difference between comparable in-
dividuals or classes <a price ~); also : the amount of such a difference

dil; : DIFFERENTIAL GEAR b : a case covering a differential gear

a

of living, fr. diaii ai to lead one’s life] (13c) 1 a : food and drink
regularly provided or consumed b : habitual nourishment ¢ : the
kind and amount of food prescribed for a person or animal for a spe-
cial reason 2: hing provided esp. habi {a ~ of Broadway
shows and nightclubs —Frederick Wyatt)

2diet vz (14c) 1: to cause to take food : FEED 2 : to cause to eat and
drink sparingly or according to prescribed rules ~ vi : to eat sparingly
or according to prescribed rules — di-et-er n

3diet adj (1969) : reduced in calories {a ~ soft drink>

“diet n [ME diete day’s journey, day set for a meeting, fr. ML dieza, lit.,
daily regimen, diet (taken as a derivative of L dies day), fr. L diaeta)
(1565) 1: a formal deliberative assembly of princes or estates 2 : any
of various national or provincial legislatures

1disestary \'di-o-ter-é\ n, pl di-e-tar-ies (1838) : the kinds and amounts
of food available to or eaten by an individual, group, or population

2dietary adj (1614) : of or relating to a diet or to the rules of a diet — di-
estar-i-ly \,di-o-"ter-2-1&\ adv

law 7 (ca. 1930) : any of the laws observed by Orthodox Jews

that permit or prohibit certain foods

disestet+ic \,di->-"te-tik\ adj (1579) 1: of or relating to diet 2 : adapted
for use in special diets — direstet-i-cal-ly \-ti-k(a-)I€\ adv

di-e-tetsics \-'te-tiks\ n pl but sing or pl in constr (1799) : the science or
art of applying the principles of nutrition to the diet

disether \(,)di-"é-thor\ 7 (1950) : a compound containing two atoms of
oxygen with ether linkages

di-eth.yl.car-bam.a-zine \,di-je-thal-kir-'ba-ma-,zén, -zon\ n [di- + eth-
yl + carboxy- + amide + azinei (1948) : an anthelmintic administered in
the form of its crystalline citrate CioH21N3O: esp. to control
human filariasis and large roundworms in dogs and cats

di-eth.yl ether \(,)di-e-thal-\ # (ca. 1930) : ETHER 3a

di-eth. bes-trol \-stil-'bes-trol, -,trdl\ 7 [ISV] (1938) : a colorless
crystalline synthetic compound C; used as a potent estrogen but
contraindicated in pregnancy for its tendency to cause cancer or birth
defects in offspring — called also stij ']

di-eth-yl zinc 7 (1952) : a volatile pyrophoric liquid Ilic
compound CsHjoZn used esp. to catalyze polymerization reactions and
to deacidify pa‘ﬁer

die-ti-tian or di-esti-cian \,di->-"ti-shon\ » [dietitian irreg. fr. 'diet +
-ician] (ca. 1846) : a specialist in dietetics

dif-fer \'di-far\ vi dif-fered; dif-fer-ing \-f(2-)rin\ [ME, fr. MF or L; MF
differer to postpone, be different, fr. L differre, fr. dis- + ferre to carry
— more at BEAR] (14c) 1a : to be unlike or distinct in nature, form,
or characteristics {the law of one state ~s from that of another) b
: to change from time to time or from one instance to another : VARY
{the number of cookies in a box may ~) 2 : to be of unlike or oppo-
site opinion : DISAGREE {they ~ on religious matters)

Iculus 7 (1702) : a branch of mathematics concerned
chiefly with the study of the rate of change of functions with respect to
their variables esp. through the use of derivatives and differentials

diff tial equation » 3) : an i ining differentials or

derivatives of functions — compare PARTIAL DIFFERENTIAL EQUA-

TIO
differential gear » (ca. 1859) : an arrangement of gears forming an
picyclic train for ing two shafts or axles in the same line, di-
viding the driving force equally between them, and permitting one
shaft to revolve faster than the other — called also differential gearing
differential geometry » (ca. 1909) : a branch of mathematics using cal-
culus to study the geometric properties of curves and surfaces
dif-fer-en.ti-ate \,dif->-'ren(t)-shé-,at\ vb -at-ed; -at-ing v (1816) 1:to
obtain the mathematical derivative of 2 : to mark or show a differ-
ence in : constitute a difference that distinguishes 3 : to develop dif-
ferential characteristics in 4 : to cause differentiation of in the course
of devel t 5 :toexp the specific distinguishing quality of
: DISCRIMINATE ~ vi 1 : to recognize or give expression to a differ-
distinct or different in character 3 : to undergo
dif-fer-en.tia-bil-i-ty \-;ren(t)-sh(é-)a-'bi-lo-té\ n —
le \-'ren(t)-sh(é-)a-bal\ adj
«tion \-,ren(t)-shé-'a-shan\ » (1802) 1 : the act or process
: develop from the one to the many, the sim-
ple to the lex, or the h to the h 3a
:+ modification of body parts for performance of particular functions
b : the sum of the processes whereby apparently indifferent cells, tis-
sues, and structures attain their adult form and function 4 : the pro-
cesses by which various rock types are produced from a common mag-

ma

dif-fer-ent.ly \'di-fornt-I¢, 'di-f(a-)ront-\ adv (14c) 1 : in a different
manner 2 : OTHERWISE

dif-fi-cile \,d&-fi-'sé(a)I\ adj [F, lit., difficult] (1536) : STUBBORN, UN-

REASONABLE

dif.fi-cult \'di-fi-(,)kalt\ adj [ME, back-formation fr. difficulty] (14c) 1
: hard to do, e, or carry out : ARDUOUS {a ~ climb) 2 a: hard to
deal with, manage, or overcome {a ~ child) b : hard to understand

: PUZZLING {~ reading) syn see HARD — dif-fi-cult.ly adv

dif-fi-cul-ty \-(,)kal-t&\ n, pl -ties [ME difficulte, fr. L difficultas, fr. diffi-
cilis not easy, fr. dis- + facilis easy — more at FACILE] (14c) 1: the
quality or state of being difficult 2 : CONTROVERSY, DISAGREEMENT
3: OBJECTION 4 : something difficult : IMPEDIMENT 5 : EMBARRASS-
MENT, TROUBLE — usu. used in pl.

dif.fi-dence \'di-fa-dan(t)s, -fa-,den(t)s\ n (14¢) : the quality or state of
being diffident

dif-fi-dent \-dant, -,dent\ adj [ME, fr. L diffident-, diffidens, prp. of dif-
fidere to distrust, fr. dis- + fidere to trust — more at BIDE] (15¢) 1
: hesi in acting or King through lack of self-confidence 2 ar-
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2 j ks expleth I

[ fr. L Ppp. of explére to fill out, fr.
ex- + plere to fill — more at FULL] (1666) 1 : serving to fill up <~
phrases) 2 : marked by the use of expletives
ex-ple-tosry \'ek-spla-,tor-¢, -,tor-\ adj (1672) : EXPLETIVE
exspli-casble \ek-'spli-ka-bal, ‘ek-()splik-\ adj (1556) : capable of being
explained — ex-pﬁ-ca-bly \-blé\ aav
ex-plicate \'ek-spla-,kat\ v ~cat-ed; ~cat-ing [L explicatus, pp. of expli-
care, lit., to unfold, fr. ex- + plica‘re ;o fold — more at PLY] (1531) 1
: i fes i g e FE LR

expletive e express 409

: one that expounds or interprets b : one that champions, practices, or
exemplifies

ex-po-nen-tial \,ek-spa-'nen-chal\ adj (1704) 1: of or relating to an ex-
ponent 2 : involving a variable in an exponent <10* is an ~ expres-
sion) 3 : expressible or approximately p i by an
function; esp : cl cterized by or being an extremely rapid increase
%as)}n\szzdey or extent) an ~ growth rate) — ex+po-nen-tial. y \-'nench-

2l

S

: to give a d p the of
: analyze logically syn see EXPLAIN — ex-pli-castion \,ek-spla-'ka-
shan\ 7 — exspli-ca-tor \'ek-splo- ka-tar\ n
ex-pliscastion de texte \ck-splé-ki-syoI-da-tekst\ n, pl licati

7 (ca. 1890) : a mathematical function in which
variable in one of the exponents — called also

an ind
expo;

theadti

P de
texte \same\ [F, lit., explanation of text] (1935) : a method of literary
criticism involving a detailed analysis of a work

ex-pli-ca-tive \ek-'spli-ka-tiv, ‘ek-spla-,kat-\ adj (1649) : serving to ex-
plicate; specif : serving to explain logically what is contained in the sub-
ject {an ~ proposition) — ex-pli-cas y

ex-pli-casto.ry \ek-'spli-ka-,tor-¢, ‘ek-()spli-, -ytor-\ adj (1625) : EXPLI-
CA'

TIVE
ex-plic-it \ik-'spli-sat\ adj [F or ML; F explicite, fr. ML explicitus, fr. L,
pp. of explicare] (ca. 1609) 1 a : fully revealed or expressed without
impli iguity : leaving no question as to mean-
pen in the depiction of nudity or
ully developed or formulated <an
~ plan) {an ~ notion of our objective> 3 : unambiguous in expres-
sion {was very ~ on how we are to behave) 4 of a mathematical func-
tion : defined by an exp i ining only ind d variables
— compare IMPLICIT 1¢ — exsplic-it-ly adv — ex.plic-it-ness »
syn EXPLICIT, DEFINITE, EXPRESS, SPECIFIC mean perfectly clear in
meaning. EXPLICIT implies such verbal plainness and distinctness that
there is no need for inference and no room for difficulty in under-
standing {explicit instructions). DEFINITE stresses precise, clear state-
ment or arrangement that leaves no doubt or indecision {the law is
definite in such cases). EXPRESS implies both explicitness and direct
and positive utterance <her express wishes). SPECIFIC applies to what
is precisely and fully treated in detail or particular {two specific criti-
cisms).

«x-plode \ik-'splod\ v5 ex-plod.ed; ex-plod-ing [L explodere to drive
off the stage by clapping, fr. ex- + plaudere to clap] vt (ca. 1611) 1ar-
chaic : to drive from the stage by noisy disapproval 2 : to bring into
disrepute or discredit {~ a theory) 3 : to cause to explode or burst
noisily {~ a bomb) ~ vi 1 : to burst forth with sudden violence or
soise from internal energy: as a: to undergo a rapid chemical or nu-
clear reaction with the production of noise, heat, and violent expansion
of gases (dynamite ~s) b : to burst violently as a result of pressure
from within 2 a : to give forth a sudden strong and noisy outburst of
emotion {exploded in anger) b : to move with sudden speed and force
(exploded from the starting gate) 3 : to increase rapidly <the popul

or
ing or intent {~ instructions)
sexuality {~ books and films) 2:

P \iek-spa-;nen(t)-shé-*a-shan\ n (1903) : the mathe-
matical operation of raising a quantity to a power — called also involu-

tion
‘exsport \ek-'spért, -'sport, ‘ek-,\ vb [ME, fr. L exportare, fr. ex- + por-
tare to carry — more at FARE] v (15¢) 1: to carry away : REMOVE 2
: 1o carry or send (as a commodity) to some other place (as another
country) ~ vi : to export something abroad — ex| rt-abil-isty \(,)ek-
‘slibr\-:;;bi-la-lé. ~Spor-\ n — ex-port.able \ek-ﬁér—l:-bcl‘ -'spor-,
K-y
ex-port \'ek-,spart, ~,sport\ n (1690) 1: something exported; specif : a
commodity conveyed from one country or region to another for pur-
poses of trade 2 : the act of exporting : EXPORTATION (the ~ of

wheat)
’:lx-port \'ek-,\ adj (1795) : of or relating to exportation or exports {~
uties)

ex-por-tastion \,ek-,spor-'ta-shon, -,spor-, -spar-\ n (1641) : the act of
exporting; also : a commodity exported

exsporteer \ek-'spor-tar, -'spor-, ‘ek-,\ 7 (1691) : one that exports; specif
: a wholesaler who sells to merchants or industrial consumers in for-
eign countries

pose \ik-'spoz\ vt d; ex-pos-ing [ME, fr. MF exposer, fr. L ex-

ponere to set forth, exp[tin (perf. indic. exposui), fr. ex- + ponere to put,
place — more at POSITION] (15¢) 1a: to deprive of shelter, protec-
tion, or care : subject to risk from a harmful action or condition {(~
troops needlessly) <has not yet been exposed to measles) b : to submit
or make accessible to a particular action or influence ¢~ children to
good books); esp : to subject (a sensitive photographic film, plate, or
Ppaper) to radiant energy ¢ : to abandon (an infant) esp. by leavin% in
the open 2a:to make known : bring to light (as something shame ul)
b : to disclose the faults or crimes of (~ a murderer) 3 : to cause to
be visible or open to view : DISPLAY: as a : to offer publicly for sale b
: to exhibit for public vencration ¢ : to reveal the face of (a playing
card) or the cards of (a player’s hand) d: to engage in indecent expo-
sure of (oneself) syn see SHOW — ex-pos-er n

€X+po-sé also exsposse \,ck-sp6-'za, -spa-\ 7 [F exposé, fr. pp. of exposer]
Sl 3)J‘ 1: a formal statement of facts 2 : an exposure of something

tion of the city exploded) — ex| er n

#x-plod-ed adj (1944) : showing the parts separated but in correct rela-
tonship to each other {an ~ view of a carburetor)

‘ex-ploit \'ek-,sploit, ik-*\ #n [ME, outcome, success, fr. MF, fr. L explici-
sm, neut. of explicitus, pp.] (ca. 1538) : DEED, ACT; esp : a notable or
Seroic act - syn see FEAT

“ex-ploit \ik-'spléit, 'ek-,\ v (1838) 1 : to make productive use of : UTI-
LIZE {~ing your talents) {~ your opponent’s weakness) 2 : to make
use of meanly or unjustly for one’s own advantage {~ing migrant farm
workers) — exs| it 'sploi-ta-bal\ adj — exsploit-er n

wx-ploi-ta-tion \,ek-,sploi-'ta-shan\ 7 (1803) : an act or i X~

<a ~ of government corruption)

ex-posed \ik-'spozd\ adj (ca. 1623) 1: open to view 2 : not shielded or
d; also : not i d {an ~ electric wire) synm see LIABLE

ex-pos-it \ik-'spi-zat\ vt [L expositus, pp. of exponere] (1882) : EXPOUND
ex-po-sistion \,ek-sp>-'zi-shon\ n (14c) 1:a setting forth of the mean-
ing or purpose (as of a writing) 2 a : discourse or an example of it de-
signed to convey information or explain what is difficult to understand
b (1) : the first part of a musical composition in sonata form in which
the thematic material of the isp i
section of a fugue 3 : a public exhibiti

\-'zish-‘n‘a‘l. ~*zi-sha-n’I\ adj

of e
ploiting {~ of natural resources) {~ of immigrant laborers) {clever
~ of‘the system)

P \ik-'spd-za-tiv\ adj (15¢) : DESCRIPTIVE, EXPOSITORY
ex+pos-istor \-za-tar\ n [ME expositour, fr. MF expositeur, fr. LL exposi-
tor, rr.‘L exponere] (14¢) : a person who explains : COMMENTATOR

wx-ploit-ative \ik-'sploi-ta-tiv, 'ek-,sploi-\ adj (1885) : loiting or
“eading to exploit; esp : unfairly or cynically using another person or
woup for profit or advantage {~ terms of employment) {an ~ film)
— exsploit-ative.ly ady
ws-ploit-ive \ik-'sploi-tiv\ adj (1921) : EXPLOITATIVE
oras \iek-spla-'ra-shan, -,splo-\ # (1537) : the act or an in-
wance of exploring — ex-plo-nodon-ll \-shnal, -sha-n°I\ adj
r-ative \ik-'splor-a-tiv, -'splor-\ adi (1738) : EXPLORATORY — ex-
plor-ative.ly ady
w-plor-atosry \-a-,tor-¢, ~,tor-\ adj (1620) : of, relating to, or being ex-
sloration {~ surgery) {~ drilling for oil)
ws-plore \ik-'splor, -'splor\ vh ex-plored; ex-plor-ing [L explorare, fr.
-+ plorare to cry out] vt (1585) 1a:toi i study, or 1

P Y \-za-,tor-¢, -,tor-\ adj (1628) : of, relating to, or contain-
ing exposition {~ writi

lex post facsto \,cks-,pos(t)-"fak-()to\ adv [LL, lit., from a thing done
afterward] (1621) : after the fact : RETROACTIVELY

Zex post facto adj (1787) : done, made, or formulated after the fact
¢ RETROACTIVE {ex post facto approval) {ex post facto laws)

pos-tu-late \ik-'spas-cha-,lat\ vb [L Ie pp. of exp to

demand, dispute, fr. ex- + postulare to ask for — more at POSTULATE]
vt (1573) obs : DISCUSS, EXAMINE ~ i : to reason earnestly with a per-
son for purposes of dissuasion or remonstrance

ex-pos-tu-la.tion \-;spis-cha-"la-shan\ n (1540) : an act or an instance of

in tuda.t, Yspis-cha-la-.151 &, -tor-\ adj

- ook into {~ the relationship between social class and. learning abili-
w — il used with indi; i {to ~ where ethical is-
wses arise —R. T. Blackburn) b : to become familiar with by testing
r experi ing {~ new cuisi 2 : to travel over (new territory)
“ur adventure or discovery 3 : to examine minutely esp. for diagnostic
surposes {~ the wound) ~ vi : to make or conduct a systematic
warch {~ for oil)
wplor-er \ik-'splor-ar, -'splor-\ 7 (1685) 1 : one that explores; esp : a
serson who travels in search of geographical or scientific information
= cap : a member of a coed scouting program of the Boy Scouts of
“merica for young people ages 14 to 20 f ing on career

Y \-'sp 0

P \ik-'spo-zhar\ n (1606) 1: the fact or condition of being ex-
posed: as a : the condition of being presented to view or made known
<a politician seeks a lot of ~) b : the dition of bein; d
esp. from severe weather (died of ~) ¢ : the condition of being sub-
ject to some effect or influence <risk ~ to the flu) d : the condition
of being at risk of financial loss; also : an amount at risk 2 : the act or
an i of ing: as a: discl of hing secret <tried to
prevent ~ of their past) b : the treating of sensitized material (as
film) to controlled amounts of radiant energy; also : the amount of
such energy or length of such treatment <a 3-second ~> 3 a: the

sion \ik-'spl6-zhan\  [L explosion-, explosio act of driving off by
~upping, fr. explodere] (ca. 1616) 1 : the act or an instance of explod-
¢ (injured in a laboratory ~) 2 : a large-scale, rapid, or spectacular
“spansion or bursting out or forth (the ~ of suburbia) {an ~ of red
s> 3 :the release of occluded breath that occurs in one kind of ar-
“wulation of stop consonants
wplo-sive \ik-'splé-siv, -ziv\ adj (1667) 1a: relating to, characterized
. or operated by explosion {an ~ hatch) b : resulting from or as if
~wm an explosion {(~ population growthy 2 a : tending to explode
~wa ~ person) b : likely to erupt in or produce hostile reaction or vi-
“eace {an ~ ghetto situation) — ex-plossive:ly ady — ex-plossive-

ness n
“wplosive 7 (1874) 1: an explosi: b 2:a charac-
“wized by explosion in its articulation when it occurs in certain envi-
“smments : STOP

wpo \'ek-(,)spo\ 7, pl expos (1913) : EXPOSITION 3

~wgo-nent \ik-'spo-nant, ‘ek-,\ n [L exponent-, exponens, prp. of expo-
we] (1706) 1 : a symbol written above and to the right of a mathe-
“watical expression to indicate the operation of raising to a power 2 a

manner of being exposed b : the position (as of a house) with respect
to her infl or points <a room with a southern ~)
4 : a piece or section of sensitized material (as film) on which an expo-
sure is or can be made (36 ~s per roll)

exposure meter 7 (1891) : a device for indi correct ph p)
exposure under varying conditions of illumination

ex-pound \ik-'spaind\ vb [ME, fr. MF expondre, fr. L exponere to ex-
plain — more at EXPOSE] v (14¢) 1a : to set forth : STATE b : to de-
fend with argument 2 : to explain by setting forth in careful and often
elaborate detail {(~ a law) ~ vi : to make a statement : COMMENT
Syn see EXPLAIN — ex-pound-er n

‘ex-press \ik-'spres\ adj [ME, fr. MF expres, fr. L expressus, pp. of
exprimere to press out, express, fr. ex- + premere to press — more at
PRESS] (14¢) 1a: directly, firmly, and explicitly stated {my ~ orders)

\a\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \&\ mop, mar
\ai\out \ch\chin \c\bet \& easy \g\go \i\ hit \i\ice \j\job
\n\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \u\ foot
\¥\ yet \zh\ vision \4, k, ", ce, &, w, T, %\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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