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Foreword 

The Foundation for Intelligent Physical Agents (FIPA) is a non-profit association registered in Geneva, Switzerland, 
FIPA's purpose is to promote the success of emerging agent-based applications, services and equipment. This goal 
is pursued by making available in a timely manner, internationally agreed specifications that maximise 
interoperability across agent-based applications, services and equipment. This is realised through the open 
international collaboration of member organisations, which are companies and universities active in the agent field, 
FIPA intends to make the results of its activities available to all interested parties and to contribute the results of its 
activities to appropriate formal standards bodies. 

This specification has been developed through direct involvement of the FIPA membership, The 35 corporate 
members of FIPA (October 1997) represent 12 countries from all over the world 

Membership in FIPA is open to any corporation and individual firm, partnership, governmental body or international 
organisation without restriction, By joining FIPA each Member declares himself individually and collectively 
committed to open competition in the development of agent-based applications, services and equipment. Associate 
Member status is usually chosen by those entities who do want to be members of FIPA without using the right to 
influence the precise content of the specifications through voting. 

The Members are not restricted in any way from designing, developing, marketing and/or procuring agent-based 
applications, services and equipment Members are not bound to implement or use specific agent-based standards, 
recommendations and FIPA specifications by virtue of their participation in FIPA 

This specification is published as FIPA 97 ver. 1.0 after two previous versions have been subject to public 
comments following disclosure on the WWW. It has undergone intense review by members as well non-members. 
FIPA is now starting a validation phase by encouraging its members to carry out field trials that are based on this 
specification. During 1998 FIPA will publish FIPA 97 ver. 2.0 that ,will incorporate whatever adaptations will be 
deemed necessary to take into account the results of field trials. 

V 
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1 Foreword 

The Foundation for Intelligent Physical Agents (FIPA) is a non-profit association registered in Geneva, 
Switzerland. FIPA's purpose is to promote the success of emerging agent-based applications, services and 
equipment. This goal is pursued by making available in a timely manner, internationally agreed specifications 
that maximise interoperability across agent-based applications, services and equipment. This is realised 
through the open international collaboration of member organisations, which are companies and universities 
active in the agent field. FIPA intends to make the results of its activities available to all interested parties and 
to contribute the results of its activities to appropriate formal standards bodies. 

This specification has been developed through direct involvement of the FIPA membership. The 35 corporate 
members of FIPA (October 1997) represent 12 countries from all over the world. 

Membership in FIPA is open to any corporation and individual firm, partnership, governmental body or 
international organisation without restriction. By joining FIPA each Member declares himself individually and 
collectively committed tq open competition in the development of agent-based applications, services and 
equipment. Associate Member status is usually chosen by those entities who do want to be members of FIPA 
without using the right to influence the precise content of the specifications through voting. 

The Members are not restricted in any way from designing, developing, marketing and/or procuring agent­
based applications, services and equipment. Members are not bound to implement or use specific agent­
based standards, recommendations and FIPA specifications by virtue of their participation in FIPA. 

This specification is published as FIPA 97 ver. 1.0 after two previous versions have been subject to public 
comments following disclosure on the WWW. It t.las undergone intense review by members as well non­
members. FIPA is now starting a validation phase by encouraging its members to carry out field trials that are 
based on this specification. During 1998 FIPA will publish FIPA 97 ver. 2.0 that will incorporate whatever 
adaptations will be deemed necessary to take into account the results of field trials. 

1 




