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Application/Control Number: 10/117,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed 04/26/05.

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 16 is objected since it appears that the phrase "vendor purchase

Page 2 

confirmation based as a currency transaction on the program account" (lines 5-6) is 

grammatically incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 5 is objected since it appears that the word "first" in the last line

"confirmation of the corresponding first purchase request" is a typographical error. The 

word first should be replaced with "second". 

Claims 6-9 are objected on the same rationale applied to claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

5. Regarding claims 1-14 and 16-17, the language of the claims raises questions as

to whether the claims are directed merely to a collection of software that is stored on a 

medium that can be read by a machine. As such, the claimed software is noJ tied to a 

technological art, environment or machine which would result in a practical application 

producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject 

matter under 35 U.S.C 101. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102

Page 3 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

7. Claims 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by

Chien et al ("Chien", US Pub. No. US2001/0054003 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Chien teaches a method for use by a plurality of participants 

(1) of a program which awards points (loyalty points) to each participant (1) (see login

page in Fig. 4 wherein each user has to enter his user name and password to login), 

wherein the awarded points are maintained in each participant's point account 

(participant accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of [0033]), said 

method permitting each participant (1) to transact a purchase using the awarded points 

(loyalty points) with a vendor system (5) (see [00291) which transacts purchases in 

currency (method allows participant to convert loyalty points to currency to facilitates a 

purchase in currency) ([0025]), said method comprising the steps of: 

providing an interface between the participant and the vendor system (providing 

user interface 20 between participant 1 and merchant 5) (see Fig. 1) (also see [0032]); 

converting a first purchase request from a first participant based in whole or in 

part on points into a corresponding first purchase request based on a program account 
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for use in currency transactions (credit card/transaction account) if the first participant's 

account (loyalty account) has sufficient points to cover the purchase (see [0051], [0052], 

[0053],. [0066]) 

causing the points for the first purchase request to be deducted from the first 

participant's account in response to a received vendor purchase confirmation of the 

corresponding first purchase request (see lines 17-19 of [0052]). 

Similarly, Chien teaches 

converting a second purchase request from a second participant based in whole 

or in part on points into a corresponding second purchase request based on a program 

account for use in currency transactions (credit card/transaction account) if the second 

participant's account (loyalty account) has sufficient points to cover the purchase (see 

[0051], [0052], [0053], [0066]) 

causing the points for the second purchase request to be deducted from the 

second participant's account in response to a received vendor purchase confirmation of 

the corresponding second purchase request (see lines 17-19 of [0052]). 

Although Chien does not explicitly teach a first participant and a second 

participant can use the same program account for use in currency transactions (credit 

card/transaction account) in both first and second transactions, Chien does not prohibit 

the use the same program account for use in currency transactions (credit 

card/transaction account) in both first and second transactions. In fact, Chien's system 

just requires participants to enter a credit card number (Fig 6) regardless whether the 

same credit card number had been entered previously. Therefore, it is clear that a first 
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participant, for example, a husband, can use his credit card number for a first purchase 

request, and a second user, for example, the wife of the above husband, can use the 

same credit card number for a second purchase request. 

Regarding claim 9, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points .in the loyalty account). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

9. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-14, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Chien et al ("Chien", US Pub. No. US2001 /0054003 A 1) and Rouston 

et al ("Rouston", US Pub. No. US2001/0037243 A1) 

Regarding claim 1, Chien teaches a system for use by a participant (1) of a 

program (30) which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) wherein the 

awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant (participant 1 
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accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lir:ies 3-6 of [0033], said system for 

permitting the participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor 

system (5) which transacts purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to 

convert loyalty points to currency to facilitates a purchase in currency) ([0025]), said 

system comprising: 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1 ); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ([0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with. the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 
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wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 

provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien neither teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central. server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5) nor teaches a program account hidden from the participant. However, such 

teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the same field of using interface in 
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conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston teaches that an application 

programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to facilitate and enhance 

communications between central server 12 and shopping server 20 ([0023]). Rouston 

further teaches a program account that is hidden from the participants (account for each 

employer, which is hidden from employees ([0047) and [0048)). Thus, it would have 

been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of Chien and 

Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to apply Rouston's teaching of 

using an application programming interface (API) as a gateway to communicate 

between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's interface (40, 50, 60) with 

the motivation being to facilitate and enhance communications between a program 

server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 2, Chien teaches the GUI includes instructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchas� with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (loyalty account) 

(see figure 6 and [0052]; converting the received purchase request based on the points 

into a corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account 

has sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052)) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account (credit card account) to the interface 

(40, 50, 60) wherein the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase 

request from the GUI and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the 

vendor system (see figure 6, 7, [0052) & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 
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Regarding claim 3, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface (lines 10-13 of [0054]); 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([0073]). 

Regarding claim 4, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 
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Regarding claim 6, Chien teaches a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing 

with the vendor system (5) (see Fig. 1 ); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ([0026)); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 
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provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and.wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

. whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not clearly teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

. facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

20 ([0023]). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 
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gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 7, Chien teaches the GUI includes !nstructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (see figure 6 and 

[0052]; converting the received purchase request based on the points into a 

corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052]) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account to the interface (40, 50, 60) wherein 

the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the vendor system (see 

figure 6, 7, [0052] & [00661) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A·D). 

Regarding claim 8, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving .the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface (lines 10-13 of [00541); 

· causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 
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converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase �onfirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([0073]). 

Regarding claim 10, Chien teaches interface for use by a participant ( 1) of a 

program (30) which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) wherein the 

awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant (participant 1 

accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of [0033], said interface for 

permitting the participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor 

system (5) which. transacts purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to 

convert loyalty points to currency to facilitates a purchase in currency) ([0025]), said 

interface comprising: 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1 ); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ([0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 
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information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and _9); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, GAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 

provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7; [0052] and [0066]); 
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whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financiai transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien also teaches that the graphical user interface can be used by a plurality of 

participant (see login page in Fig. 4 wherein each participant has to login with his user 

name and password). 

Although Chien does not explicitly teach the same program account can be used 

in currency transactions (credit card/transaction account) of the plurality of participants, 

Chien does not prohibit the use the same program account for use in currency 

transactions (credit card/transaction account) in different transactions. In fact, Chien's 

system just requires participants to enter a credit card number (Fig 6) regardless 

whether the same credit card number had been entered previously. Therefore, it is clear 

that a first participant, for example, a husband, can use his credit card number for a first 

purchase request, and a second user, for example, the wife of the above husband, can 

use the same credit card number for a second purchase request. 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not teach the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 
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facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

20 ([0023]) .. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 

gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 11, Chien teaches the GUI includes instructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (see figure 6 and 

[0052];converting the received purchase request based on the points into a 

corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase ([00521) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account to the interface (40, 50, 60) wherein 

the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the vendor system (see 

figure 6, 7, [0052] & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

Regarding claim 12, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 
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receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface (lines 10-13 of [0054]); 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052)) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([0073]). 

Regarding claim 13, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The mon�y used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

Regarding claim 14, Chien teaches a system for permitting the participant to 

transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor system (5) which transacts 

purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to convert loyalty points to currency 

to facilitates a purchase in currency) ([0025)), said system comprising: 
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a loyalty program 30 which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) 

wherein the awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant 

(participant 1 accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of [0033], 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1 ); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ([0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for pro�iding an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points iri the participant's point account (loyalty account) 

(see figure 6 and [0052); converting the received purchase request based on the points 

into a corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account 

has sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052)) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account (credit card account) to the interface 

(40, 50, 60) wherein the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase 
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request from the GUI and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the 

vendor system (see figure 6, 7, [0052] & [00661) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information. to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by.merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 

provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 
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5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not clearly teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

20 ([0023]). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 

gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 16, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a currency transaction based on 

the program account from the interface (lines 10-13 of [005�]); 
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causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([0073]). 

Regarding claim 17, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

fronUghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

10. Response to Applicant's arguments filed on 04/26/05.

In response to Applicant's argument that "the claims in the present application

recite software that produces a concrete, tangible, and useful result", it is noted that 

software per se as recited in the claims are not tangible, since it is not tangibly 

embodied in a manner so as to be executable. State Street, 149 F.3d at 1373, 47 

USPQ2d at 1601-02. MPEP 2106. 
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In response to Applicant's argument regarding claims 5, 9-10, and 14, it is noted 

that although Chien does not explicitly teach a first participant and a second participant 

can use the same program account for use in currency transactions (credit 

card/transaction account) in both first and second transactions, Chien does not prohibit 

the use the same program account for use in currency transactions (credit 

card/transaction account) in both first and second transactions. In fact, Chien's system 

just requires participants to enter a credit card number (Fig 6) regardless whether the 

same credit card number had been entered previously. Therefore, it is clear that a first 

participant, for example, a husband, can use his credit card number for a first purchase 

request, and a second user, for example, the wife of the above husband, can use the 

same credit card number for a second purchase request. Furthermore, Chien teaches 

that the program is a loyalty program 30 and wherein the program account is a shadow 

credit card (participant provides a credit card account for a transaction in figure 6, but 

the credit card account was not charged with the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is 

deducted 10,000 points which are then converted to $250, and the credit card account 

is credited with that same $250 to be used later to complete the purchase transaction. 

Thus, the credit card is jus_t a fronVghost account. The money used in the purchase 

transaction truly comes from the points in the loyalty account). 

In response to Applicant's argument regarding "hidden program account", it is 

noted that Rouston teaches a program account that is hidden from the participants 

(account for each employer, which is hidden from employees ([0047] and [0048]). 
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11. The prior art made of record on form PT0-892 and not relied upon is considered

pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F .R. � 1.111 (c) to 

consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 

therein teach shadow account and common account which relates to the claimed 

invention. 

12. THIS ACTION 15 MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 

571-272-4057.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 

is assigned are as follows: 
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571-273-4057 (use this FAX#, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL"

or "DRAFT' communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper/ amendment 

be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703-305-

3900). 

Kieu D. Vu 

Patent Examiner 
JOHN CABECA

:uPERVISORY PATENT EXAMH'"

,, TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 Ii\ 
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_QCT�25-2005 TUE 03:54 PM SENNIGER POWERS FAX NO. 3142314342 

1 MRZ 9239 

PAT:E:NT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application of Bushold et al. Art unit: 2173 
Serial No. 10/117,309 
Filed April 5, 2002 
For SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRANSACTING PURCHASES WITH A CASH

VENDOR USING POlNTS 

October 25, 2005 

AMENDMENT B 

TO THE COMMJ:SSIONER OF PATENTS, . 

SIR: 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 2 5 2005 

In response to the Final Oftice action mailed July 28, 

2005, please amend the above-identified application as 

follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing 

of claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Reiuarks begin on page 14 of this paper. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior 

vereions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

LiPting of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A computerized system for use 

by a participant of a program which awards points to the 

participant, wherein the a�arded points are maintained in a 

point account for the participant, said system for 

permitting the participant to transact a purchase using the 

awarded points with a vendor system which transacts 

purchases in currency, said system comprising: 

an application programming interface (A.PI) for 

interfacing with the vendor system; 

a program account connected to the program hidden from 

the participant for use in currency transactions; 

a graphical user interface (GU!) for providing an 

interface between the participant and the API and for 

communicating with the program, 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related information from the participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said GUl includes instructions for receiving 

information regarding the program account and for providing 

the received program account information to the API; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information and the program account 

information from the GUI and adapted to provide the 
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received participant-related information and the received 

program account information to the vendor system; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and adapted to provide 

the received vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the APl and for providing 

the received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective ot the participant, the 

participant uses the GU! to conduct a purchase transaction 

with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

the participant as a currency transaction based on the 

program's program account. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The system of claim J.

wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

program account if the point account has sufficient points 

to cover the purchase; and 

providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account to the API wherein the API is adapted 

to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

the vendor system as a purchase request based on the 

program account. 
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Claim 3 (previously presented): The system of claim 1 

wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GU! includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a 

currency transaction based on the program account from the 

API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from the participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

based on the points to the participant in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

accowtt. 

Claim 4 (original): The system of claim l wherein the 

program is a loyalty program and wherein the program 

account is a shadow credit card. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A computerized method for use 

by a plurality of participants of a program which awards 

points to each participant, wherein the awarded points are 

maintained in a point account for each participant, said 

method permitting each participant to transact a purchase 

using the awarded points with a vendor system which 
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transacts purchases in currency, said method comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a program account connected to the program 

for use in currency transactions; 

providing an interface between the participant and the 

vendor system, said interface having access to information 

regarding the program account; 

converting a £i�st purchase request from a ti�se 

participant based in whole or in part on points into a 

corresponding i��e� purchase request provided to the vendor

system baaed on .Y!!.[[a)J program account information� 

�ee is el:U'�eeey ��aaeaeeierw if the £�¥ae participant's 

account has sufficient points to cover the fi�e� purchase 

request; 

causing the points for the firae purchase request to 

be deducted from the fi�se participant's point account in 

response to a received vendor purchase confirmation of the

corresponding :fi:Fse purchase request [ [ i l] ..!.. 

eeeve��1a� a eeeond pereaaee �eEfl;;leee !reffl a eeeend 

:pal?Bi.eipant:. ea.sea ia whele el? in pa¥=1! ea poi:A:e.s ia.ee a 

eerrespeaaiag aeeend pl;J:!f'eaase reff\'!eB� pre�iaed ee tae 

veaa.er oyeeem saseti en elle p!i!egram aeeettRt Hl £Re eeeeHEl 

pareieipaHt'e aeeo\ffi.t aas sefeieieat peiaee ee eever �ae 

eeeend ,�rehase Fe(1fUest, and 

eausia! ahe peiaes fe� Ehe seee:Aa puEeAaee ref!(tl:lest ee 

ee aea�eeea f�m &Re seeead pareiaipaflt'e poiat aeeol;:l::fl;& in 

respeaee tea �eeeivea vendor purchase eeafi!l:'."fftatiea ef the 

eerrespea�iag fira:e. perosaee reEJ1:teet. 

Claim 6 {previously presented): The method ot claim 5 

wherein the interface comprises a graphical user interface 
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(GUI) and an application programming interface (API} for 

the vendor system and: 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related information from each participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information from the GUI and to provide 

the received participant-related information to the vendor 

system; 

wherein aaid API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the AP! and providing the 

received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective of each participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based on the points in 

each participant's point account; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

each participant based as a currency transaction on the 

program account. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The method of claim 6 

wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving a purchase request from each participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 
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program account if the point accoWlt has sufficient points 

to cover the purchase; and 

providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account to the API wherein the API is adapted 

to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GOI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

the vendor system as a purchase request baaed on the 

program account. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The method of claim 7 

wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a 

currency transaction based on the program account from the 

API; 

causing the pointa tor the purchase to be deducted 

from each participant's point account in response to the 

received vend.or purchase confirmation based on the program 

account; 

converting the receivea vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

based on the points to each 4iffie participant in response to 

the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account. 

Claim 9 (original): The method of claim 5 wherein the 

program is a loyalty program and wherein the program 

account is a shadow credit card. 
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Claim 10 (currently amended); A graphical user interface 

for use by a plurality of participants of a program which 

awards points to each participant, wherein the awarded 

points are maintained in a point account for each 

participant, said interface for permitting each participant 

to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a 

vendor system which transacts purchases in currency, said 

interface comprisingi 

a program account connected to the program for use in 

currency transactions of the plurality of participants; 

an application programming interface (A�I) for 

interfacing with the vendor system; 

a p�e�ram aeeetm.t fer �ea ift e���eftey t�aaeactioae ef 

the ;pll:i1i'a.lit:.y ef pa;r;tieipa:nte, 

said. graphical user interface (GUI) providing an 

interface between the participant and the API and for 

communicating with the program, eaid GUI having access to 

the information regarding the program account; 

wherein said GOI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related information from each participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

information regarding the program account information and 

providing the received program account information to the 

API; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information and program account 

information from the GUI and to provide the received 

participant-related information and the received program 

account information to the vendor system; 
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wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor-related information to the GU�; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the AF! and providing the 

received vendor-related information to each participant; 

such that from the perspective of each participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in 

part on the points in the participant's point account, and 

such that from the perspective ot the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

each participant as a currency transaction based on the 

program's program account. 

Claim 11 {previously presented): The interface of claim lO 

wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving a purchase request from each participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

program account if the point account has sufficient points 

to cover the purchase, and 

providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account to the A?I wherein the Al?� is adapted 

to receive the correspqnding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

the vendor system as a purchase request based on the 

program account. 
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Claim 12 (previously presented): The interface of claim 10 
wherein the A.PI is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a 

currency transactions based on the program account from the 
API; 

causing the points for the purchase to.be deducted 

from each participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based·on the program 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corre�ponding purchase confirmation 

based in whole or in part on the points to the participant 
in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account. 

Claim 13 (original): The interface of claim 10 wherein the 

program is a loyalty program and wherein the program 

account is a shadow credit card. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A computeri�ed system for 

permitting a participant to transact a purchase using 
awarded pointa with a vendor system which transacts 

purchases in currency, said system comprising: 
a loyalty program ;hich awards points to a 

participant, wherein the awarded points are maintained in a 
point account for the participant; 
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a program account co:rmected to the program for use in 

currency transactions; 

a graphical user interface (GUI) for providing an 

interface between the participant and the API and for 

communicating with the program; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving participant-related information from the 

participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to the APl ;· 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

receiving information regarding the program account 

from the loxalty program; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points ·into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

peintprogram account information if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase; and 

providing the corresponding purchase request baaed on 

the program account information to the AP! wherein the API 

is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request 

from the GUI and provide the received corresponding 

purchase request to the vendor system as a purchase request 

pased o� the program account information[[.llL 

wherein said AP! is adapted to +eceive the 

participant-related information from the GUI and to provide 

the received participant-related information to the vendor 

system; 
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wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the API and providing the 

received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the pe�spective of th� participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in 

part on the points in the participant's point account; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

the participant based on the loyalty program's program 

account. 

Claim 15 (canceled): 

Claim 16 (currently"amended): The system of claim 14 

wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GU!, a:nd wherein tbe GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based as-a 

e��Meaey eransae�iea on the program account from the API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from the participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account, 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 
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providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

based on the points to the participant in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account. 

Claim 17 (original): The system of claim 14 wherein the 

program account ia a shadow credit card. 

PAGE 16/21 * RCVD AT 1012512005 4:50:21 PM �astern Da�lght TlmeJ I SVR:USPTO-EFXRf.6138 1 DNIS:27383001 CSID:3142314342 1 DURATION (mm-ss):05,38 

P. 16/21

CBM Page 168



OC!��5-2Q_�5- TUE 03:57 PM SENNIGER POWERS 

14 

FAX NO. 3142314342 

MRZ 9239 

PATENT 

Applicants have thoroughly considered the final Office 

action mailed on July 28, 200s. Claims l-14, and 16-17 are 

presented in the application for further examination. 

Claims l, s, 10, 14 and 16 have been amended by this 

Amendment B. Applicants are filing simultaneously herewith 

a Request for Continued Examination that requests entry of 

the present Amendment B. Reconsideration of the 

application claims as amended and in view of the following 

remarks is respectfully requested. 

CLA!M OBJECTIONS 

Reconsideration of the objections to claims 5-9 and 16 

is respectfully requested. Claim 5 has been amended such 

that it no longer recites "a first purchase request" and 11 a 

second purchase request", therefore, the objections to 

claim 5 and dependent claims 6-9 should.be withdrawn. 

Claim 16 has been amended to recite 11 vender purchase 

confirmation based on the program account", thus, the 

objection to claim 16 based on a grammatical error should 

be withdrawn. 

CLAIM REJECT�ONS - 35 use§ 101 

Claims 1-14 and 16-17 stand rejected under 35 u.s.c. § 

�Ol as being directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's 

assertion and resubmit the argument previously set forth in 

Amendment A that the ciaims in the present application 

recite software that produces a concrete, tangible and 

useful result. The final Office action fails to respond to 

Applicants arguments concerning these claims. In 
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particular, the Examiner asserts "the software per se aa 

recited in the claims are not tangible, since it is not 

tangibly embodied in a manner so as to be executable", but 

does not address Applicants argument that the claims are 

not software per se because they produce a tangible result. 

(See Office action, page 21). The Examiner merely restated 

the conclusion that claims are software per se without 

support. Nevertheless, to further prosecution, Applicants 

have a.mended claims l and 14 to recite "a computerized 

system" and claims to recite 11 a computerized method". 

The present application is directed to a computerized 

system and method for facilitating the use of loyalty 

points in transactions betwee� consumers (e.g., 

participants) and vendors via graphical user interface 

(GUI) and an application programming interface (API). One 

of the many concrete, tangible and useful results of the 

present invention is a GUI that provides the consumer with 

the ability to use loyalty points as a currency payment of 

a good or service without the knowledge of the vendor that 

loyalty points are being used. This is more than a mere 

abstraction of idea or mathematical algorithm, it achieves 

a practical application with a tangible results. 

Arrhythmia Research Tech. v. Corazonix Corp., 948 F.2d 

1053, 1057, 22 USPQ2d 1033, 1036 {Fed. Cir. 1992). Because 

the claims result in a practical application with a 

tangible result, the claims in the present application are 

not software per se and a.re not "descriptive materials." 

The claims in the present application do not 11 (1) consist 

solely of mathematical operations without some claimed 

practical application o� (2) simply manipulate abstract 

ideas or a bul::ible hierarchy." In re Alappa.t, 33 F.3d 1526, 

1543 n.19, 32 USPQ2d 1545, 15S6 n,19.
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Therefore, Applicants assert that the invention set 

forth in the specification and the claims is statutory. 

Hence, Applicants request that the rejection of claims 1-14 

and 16-17 and be withdrawn. If, however, the Examiner is 

inclined to maintain the rejection, Applicants once again 

request the Examiner to identify the features of the 

invention that would render the claimed subject matter 

statutory if recited in the claims, pursuant to MPEP § 2106 

(IV) (B) •

CLAIM REJECT!ONS - 35 use§ 102 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 5 and 9 

under 35 u.s.c. § 102(e) as l:)eing anticipated by Chien et

al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0054003 Al) is respectfully 

requested. Applicants do not agree with the Examiner that 

Chien et al. anticipates a method that provides a program 

account for use in currency transactions. Nonetheless, to 

further prosecution, Applicants have amended claims to 

more clearly rec_ite that the program account used to 

facilitate the eurrency transaction is provided to the 

interface by the program and not by the participant. 

As the Examiner has stated on page 22 of the Office 

action, Chien•s system "requires 12articipants to enter a 

credit card number''. {Chien et al,, Fig. 6) However, 

claim 5 as amended recites "providing a program account 

connected to the program" and "-providing an inter:face 

between the participant and the vender system, said 

interfaee having access to information regarding the 

program account". Thus, Applicants' method does not 

require the participant to enter credit card information or 

even have a credit card; instead the interface accesses the 

program account information. Therefore, because Chien et 
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al. does not disclose this element of claims, Chien et al. 

cannot not anticipate the claim. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully 

request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of 

claim 5, Claims 2-9, which depend directly or indirectly 

from claim 5, are submitted as patentable for the same 

reasona as set forth above with respect to claims. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 use§ 103 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 1�4, 6-8, 

10-l4, and 16-17 under 35 u.s.c. § 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Chien et al. (U.S. Fub. No. 2001/0054003 

Al) and Rouston et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0037243 Al) is 

respectfully requested. Applicants do not agree with the 

Examiner on page 6 of the Office action that Chien et al. 

discloses a program account for use in currency 

transactions. The Examiner is making tbe incorrect 

assumption that the program account claimed is equivalent 

to Chien I s 11 participant I s financial transaction account 11
• 

(See Office action page 6, Examiner quoting Chien et al. at 

[0026J) �et, to further prosecution, Applicants have 

amended claims l, 10 and 14 to more clearly recite that the 

program account used to facilitate the currency transaction 

is accessed by the graphical user interface (GUI} and not 

input by the participant. 

Chien et al. discloses the requirement of a 

11 participant•s financial transaction account". (Chien et 

al., [0026]) However, claims l and 10, as amended, recite 

11 a program account connected to the program" and 11 wherein 

said GUI includes instructions for receiving information 

regarding the program account and providing the received 

program account information to the API 11 Claim 14 recites
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11 a-program account connected to the loyalty program" and

where the GOI receives "information regarding the program 

account from the loyalty program". Thus, unlike Chien et 

al., Applicants do not claim a system that requires the 

participant to use or input his or her own financial 

transaction account; instead the GU! accesses the program 

account. Therefore, because Chien et al. and Rouston et 

al. do not disclose every element of claims l, 10 and 14, 

they can not render claims 1 1 10 and 14 obvious. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully 

request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejeetion of 

claims l, 10, and 14. Claims 2-4, 6-8, 11-13, and 16-17 

which depend directly or indirectly from claims l, 10, and 

14, are submitted as patentable for the same reasons as set 

forth above with respect to claims 1, 10, and 14. 

Applicants do not believe that a fee is due. If, 

however, the commissioner determines otherwise, such fees 

may be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-1345. 

FR.A/BAW/cjl 

Respectfully s'L1l:imitted, 

Frank R. Agovino, 
SENNIGE!R POWERS 

one Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
314/231-5400 
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Kieu D. Vu 2173 
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Application/Control Number: 10/117 ,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 

Page 2 

1. This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE)

filed under 37 CFR §1.53(d) for the instant application on 10/25/05. Applicants have 

properly set forth the RCE, which has been entered into the application, and an 

examination on the merits follows herewith. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC§ 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

3. Regarding claims 1-14 and 16-17, the language of the claims raises questions as

to whether the claims are directed merely to a collection of software that is stored on a 

medium that can be read by a machine. As such, the claimed software is not tied to a 

technological art, environment or machine which would result in a practical application 

producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject 

matter under 35 U.S.C 101. 

Claim Rejections-35 USC§ 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2)
of such treaty in the English language.
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5. Claims 5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by

Chien et al ("Chien", US Pub. No. US2001/0054003 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Chien teaches a computerized method for use by a plurality 

of participants (1) of a program which awards points (loyalty points) to each participant 

(1) (see login page in Fig. 4 wherein each user has to enter his user name and

password to login), wherein the awarded points are maintained in each participant's 

point account (participant accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of 

(0033)), said method permitting each participant (1) to transact a purchase using the 

awarded points (loyalty points) with a vendor system (5) (see [0029]) which transacts 

purchases in currency (method allows participant to convert loyalty points to currency to 

facilitates a purchase in currency) ([0025]), said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a program account connected to the program for use in currency 

transaction (participant's financial transaction account) ([0026] [0051]) 

providing an interface between the participant and the vendor system (providing 

user interface 20 between participant 1 and merchant 5) (see Fig. 1) (also see [0032]), 

said interface having access to information regarding the program account (Fig. 6); 

converting a purchase request from a participant based in whole or in part on 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the program account 

information (credit card/transaction account) if the participant's account (loyalty account) 

has sufficient points to cover the purchase (see [0051], [0052), (0053], [0066]) 
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causing the points for the purchase request to be deducted from the participant's 

account in response to a received vendor purchase confirmation of the corresponding 

purchase request (see lines 17-19 of [0052]). 

Regarding claim 9, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

7. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-14, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Chien et al ("Chien", US Pub. No. US2001/0054003 A1) and Rouston 

et al (''Rouston", US Pub. No. US2001/0037243 A1) 

Regarding claim 1, Chien teaches a computerized system for use by a participant 

(1) of a program (30) which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) wherein

the awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant (participant 1 
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accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of [0033], said system for 

permitting the participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor 

system (5) which transacts purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to 

convert loyalty points to currency to facilitates a purchase in currency) ((0025]), said 

system comprising: 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ((0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said interface (20) includes instructions for receiving information 

regarding user's credit card account for use in currency transactions (see Fig. 6); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 
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through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and user's credit card 

account and adapted to provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from 

program interface (40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information 

to the participant (see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 

with information from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[00541). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien neither teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 
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computer 5) nor teaches a program account connected to the program hidden from the 

participant. However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

20 ([0023]). Rouston further teaches a program account that is hidden from the 

participants (account for each employer, which is hidden from employees ([0047] and 

[0048]). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 

teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to apply 

Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a gateway to 

communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's interface (40, 

50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance communications between a 

program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 2, Chien teaches the GUI includes instructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (loyalty account) 

(see figure 6 and [0052]; converting the received purchase request based on the points 

into a corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account 

has sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052]) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account (credit card account) to the interface 

(40, 50, 60) wherein the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase 

CBM Page 185



Application/Control Number: 10/117 ,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

Page 8 

request from the GUI and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the 

vendor system (see figure 6, 7, [0052] & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

Regarding claim 3, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface (lines 10-13 of [0054]); 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([00731). 

Regarding claim 4, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 
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front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

Regarding claim 6, Chien teaches a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing 

with the vendor system (5) (see Fig. 1 ); 

a program account for use in currency transactions (participant's financial 

transaction account) ([0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said. user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 
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wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 

provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not clearly teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

CBM Page 188



Application/Control Number: 10/117 ,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

Page 11 

20 ([0023)). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 

gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 7, Chien teaches the GUI includes instructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (see figure 6 and 

[0052]; converting the received purchase request based on the points into a 

corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052]) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account to the interface (40, 50, 60) wherein 

the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the vendor system (see 

figure 6, 7, [0052] & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

Regarding claim 8, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface (lines 10-13 of [0054]); 
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causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([0073]). 

Regarding claim 10, Chien teaches interface for use by a participant (1) of a 

program (30) which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) wherein the 

awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant (participant 1 

accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of [0033], said interface for 

permitting the participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor 

system (5) which transacts purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to 

convert loyalty points to currency to facilitates a purchase in currency) ([0025]), said 

interface comprising: 

a program account connected to the program for use in currency transactions of 

the plurality of participants (participant's financial transaction account) ([0026]); 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1 ); 

) 
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a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1) said GUI having access to the information regarding the program account (Fig. 6);

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 

interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the 

participant 1 through user interface 20); 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving information regarding the 

program account information and providing the received program account information to 

the program interface (Fig. 6); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information and program account information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 

which shows that user interface 20 enables the loyalty program 30 to receive 

transactions info from the participant 1 through user interface 20); and adapted to 

provide the received participant-related information and the received program account 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 

wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 
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provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [0066]); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[0054]). 

Chien also teaches that the graphical user interface can be used by a plurality of 

participant (see login page in Fig. 4 wherein each participant has to login with his user 

name and password). 

Although Chien does not explicitly teach the same program account can be used 

in currency transactions (credit card/transaction account) of the plurality of participants, 

Chien does not prohibit the use the same program account for use in currency 

transactions (credit card/transaction account) in different transactions. In fact, Chien's 

system just requires participants to enter a credit card number (Fig 6) regardless 

whether the same credit card number had been entered previously. Therefore, it is clear 

that a first participant, for example, a husband, can use his credit card number for a first 
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purchase request, and a second user, for example, the wife of the above husband, can 

use the same credit card number for a second purchase request. 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not teach the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Rouston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 

20 ([0023]) .. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 

gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 11, Chien teaches the GUI includes instructions for 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (see figure 6 and 

[0052];converting the received purchase request based on the points into a 

corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052]) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account to the interface (40, 50, 60) wherein 
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the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the vendor system (see 

figure 6, 7, [0052] & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

Regarding claim 12, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account from 

the interface {lines 10-13 of [0054]); 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([00731). 

Regarding claim 13, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 

account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 
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used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

Regarding claim 14, Chien teaches a computerized system for permitting the 

participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor system (5) 

which transacts purchases in currency (system allows participant 1 to convert loyalty 

points to currency to facilitates a purchase in currency) ((0025]), said system 

comprising: 

a loyalty program 30 which awards points (loyalty points) to the participant (1) 

wherein the awarded points are maintained in a point account for the participant 

(participant 1 accumulates points in a loyalty program account) (lines 3-6 of (0033), 

a program interface (40, 50, 60) for interfacing with the vendor system (5) (see 

Fig. 1); 

a program account connected to the program for use in currency transactions 

(participant's financial transaction account) ([0026]); 

a graphical user interface (20) for providing an interface between the participant 

(1) and the interface (40, 50, 60) and for communicating with the program (30) (see Fig.

1 ); 

wherein said user interface (20) includes instructions for receiving participant­

related information from the participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to program interface (40, 50, 60) (see figures 4-6 which shows that user 
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receiving a purchase request from the participant to conduct a purchase with the 

vendor system based on the points in the participant's point account (loyalty account) 

(see figure 6 and [0052]; 

receiving information regarding the program account from the loyalty program 

(Fig. 6); 

converting the received purchase request based on the points into a 

corresponding purchase request based on the point account if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase ([0052]) and providing the corresponding 

purchase request based on the program account (credit card account) to the interface 

(40, 50, 60) wherein the interface is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase 

request from the GUI and provide the received corresponding purchase request to the 

vendor system (see figure 6, 7, [0052] & [0066]) (also see Fig. 1 and 12A-D). 

wherein said pr9gram interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive the participant­

related information from the GUI (see figures 4-6 which shows that user interface 20 
\ 

enables the loyalty program 30 to receive transactions info from the participant 1 

through user interface 20); and adapted to provide the received participant-related 

information to the vendor system (see figure 6 which shows that loyalty program 30 

receives participant's transaction information which is later used by merchant 5 to 

complete the transaction in figures 8 and 9); 
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wherein said program interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system (middleware 40, CAS 50 and FINCAP60 are 

adapted to receive merchant info from merchant 5) (see figure 1) and adapted to 

provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI and wherein said GUI 

includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information from program interface 

(40, 50, 60) and for providing the received vendor-related information to the participant 

(see figures 3, 6-9 which show that user interface 20 presents user 1 with information 

from merchant 5); 

whereby, from the perspective of the participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point account (see figure 7, [0052] and [00661); 

whereby, from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with the participant based on the program account (merchant 

5 process transaction with participant's financial transaction account) (see figure 9, 

[00541). 

Chien differs from the claim in that Chien does not clearly teaches the use of an 

application programming interface (API) in the interface (40, 50 and 60) to communicate 

between a central server (account manager 10) and shopping server (merchant 

computer 5). However, such teaching is known in the art as taught by Rouston. In the 

same field of using interface in conducting transaction by redeeming points, Houston 

teaches that an application programming interface (API) could be used as a gateway to 

facilitate and enhance communications between central server 12 and shopping server 
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20 ([0023]). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having 

the teaching of Chien and Rouston before him at the time the invention was made, to 

apply Rouston's teaching of using an application programming interface (API) as a 

gateway to communicate between a central server and a shopping server in Chien's 

interface (40, 50, 60) with the motivation being to facilitate and enhance 

communications between a program server 10 and a shopping server 5. 

Regarding claim 16, Chien teaches interface (40, 50, 60) is adapted to receive a 

vendor purchase confirmation based on the program account and provide the received 

confirmation based on the program account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a currency transaction based on 

the program account from the interface (lines 10-13 of [0054]); 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted from the participant's point 

account in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account ([0052]) 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account into a corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation based on the points to the 

participant in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation based 

on the program account ([00731). 

Regarding claim 17, Chien teaches that the program is a loyalty program 30 and 

wherein the program account is a shadow credit card (participant provides a credit card 
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account for a transaction in figure 6, but the credit card account was not charged with 

the $250. Instead, the loyalty account is deducted 10,000 points which are then 

converted to $250, and the credit card account is credited with that same $250 to be 

used later to complete the purchase transaction. Thus, the credit card is just a 

front/ghost account. The money used in the purchase transaction truly comes from the 

points in the loyalty account). 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 10/25/05 have been fully considered but they are not

persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument regarding 101 rejections of claims 1-14 and 

16-17, it is noted that since there is no hardware element recited in the claims, the

claims are merely directed to a collection of software. It is further noted that that 

software per se as recited in the claims are not tangible, since it is not tangibly 

embodied in a manner so as to be executable. State Street, 149 F .3d at 1373, 4 7 

USPQ2d at 1601-02. MPEP 2106. 

In response to Applicant's argument that "Applicants' method does not require 

the participant to enter credit card information or even have a credit card" it is noted that 

this feature is not recited in the claims. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Chien does not teach "the interface 

accesses the program account information", "a program account connected to the 

program", "wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving information regarding 

the program account and providing the received program account information to the 

API", it is noted that these features are taught by Chien since when the participant keys 
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in information on participant's financial transaction account on the screen (GUI in Fig. 

6), Chien's interface accesses participant's financial transaction account information 

and the participant's financial transaction account is connected to the loyalty program 

(see Chien, [0051]). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 

571-272-4057.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 

is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300

. and I or: 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX#, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL"

or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 

be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703-305-

3900). 

Kieu D. Vu 

AU� 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application of Thomas R. Bushold et al. Art unit 2173 
Serial No. 10/117,309 
Filed April 5, 2002 
confirmation No. 2271 
For SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRANSACTING PURCHASES WITH A CASH 

VENDOR USING POINTS 
Examiner Kieu D. Vu 

P. 02

March 9, 2006 

AMENDMEN'l'.C 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX� 

SIR: 

· MAR O 9 20C6

In response to the Office action mailed December 13, 

2005, please enter the following amendm�nts and consider 

the following remarks. 

Amendmente to the Claims are reflected in the listing 

of claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 14 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 

versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims:

Claim 1 (currently amended): A computerized system 

for use by a participant of a program which awards points 

to the participant, wherein the awarded points are 

maintained in a point aooount for the participant, said 

system for permitting the participant to transact a 

purchase using the awarded points with a vendor system 

which transacts purchases in currency, said system 

comprising a processor including instructions for defining: 

an application programming interface (AFI) for 

interfacing with the vendor system; 

a program account hidden from the participant 

connected to the program hiaaeft e�em eae �aEeiei�aHE for 

use in currency transactions; 

a graphical user interface (GUI) for providing an 

interface between the participant and the AP1 and for 

communicating with the program; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related information from the participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

information regarding the program account hidden from the 

participant and for providing the received program account 

information to the API; 

2 
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wherein said AP! is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information and the program account 

information from the GUI and adapted to provide the 

received participant-related information and the received 

program account information to the vendor system; 

wherein said AP! is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and adapted to provide 

the received vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the AP! and for providing 

the received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective of the participant, the 

participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase transaction 

with the vendor system based in whole or in part on the 

points in the participant's point aooount; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

the participant as a ourrency transaction based on the 

program's program account hidden from the participant 

whereby the participant is not aware that the purchase 

transaction with the vendor system is being transacted 

using the program account. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The system of claim 1 

wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

program account if the point account has sufficient points 

to cover the purchase; and 

3 
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providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program aocount to the API wherein the API is adapted 

to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

the vendor system as a purchase request based on the 

program account. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The system of claim 1 

wherein the AFI is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a 

currency transaction based on the program account from the 

API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from the participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchass confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

based on the points to the participant in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account. 

Claim 4 (original): The system of claim l wherein the 

program is a loyalty program and wherein the program 

account is a shadow credit card. 

4 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): A eeM��te�i�ea � 

computer having a user interface including a display, a 

method for use by a plurality of participants of a program 

which awards points to each participant, wherein the 

awarded points are maintained in a point account for each 

participant, said method permitting each participant to 

transact a purchase using the awarded points with a vendor 

system which transacts purchases in currency, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

providing a program account hidden from the 

participant connected to the program for use in currency 

transactions; 

providing an interface between the participant and the 

vendor system, said interface having access to information 

regarding the program account hidden from the participant; 

converting a purchase request from a participant based 

in whole or in part on points into a corresponding purchase 

request provided to the vendor system based on the program 

account information if the participant's point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase request; 

causing the points for the purchase request to be 

deducted from the participant's point aecount in response 

to a received vendor purchase confirmation of the 

corresponding purchase request whereby the participant is 

not aware that the purchase reguest provided to the vendo� 

system is being transacted using the program account. 

Claim o (previously presented): The method of claim 

5 wherein the interface comprises a graphical user 

interface {GUI) and an application programming interface 

(API) for the vendor system and; 

5 
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wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related information from each participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said A.PI is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information from the GUI and to provide 

the received participant-related information to the vendor 

system; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the API and providing the 

received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective of each participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based on the points in 

each participant's point account; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

each participant based as a currency transaction on the 

program account. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The method of claim 6 

wherein the GUI includes instructions for; 

receiving a purchase request from each partieipant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

eonverting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request baaed on the 

program account if the point account has sufficient points 

to cover the purchase; and 

6 
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providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account to the API wherein the API is adapted 

to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI 

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

the vendor system as a purchase request based on the 

program account. 

Claim 8 (previously presented}: The method of claim 7 

wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation baaed on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a· 

currency transaction based on the program account from the 

API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from each participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase �onfirmation based on the program 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

haeed on the points to each� participant in response to 

the received vendor purchase confirmation based on the 

program account. 

Claim 9 (original): The method of claim S wherein the 

program is a loyalty program and wherein the program 

account is a shadow credit card. 

' 
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Claim 10 (currently amended): rn a computer having a 

graphical user interface including a display, the [[A]] 

graphical user interface £or use by a plurality of 

participants of a program which awards points to each 

participant, wherein the awarded points are maintained in a 

point account for each participant, said interface for 

permitting each participant to transact a purchase using 

the awarded points with a vendor system which transacts 

purchases in currency, said interface comprising: 

a program account hidden from the participant 

connected to the program for use in currency transactions 

of the plurality of participants; 

an application programming interface (API) for 

interfacing with the vendor system; 

said graphical user interface (GUI) providing an 

interface between the participant and the API and for 

communicating with the program, said GUI having access to 

the information regarding the program account hidden from 

the participant; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

participant-related intormation from each participant and 

providing the received participant-related information to 

the API; 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

information regarding the program account information and 

providing the received program account information to the 

API; 

wherein said AP! is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information and program account 

information from the GUI and to provide the received 

participant-related information and the received program 

account information to the vendor system; 

a 
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wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the API and providing the 

received vendor-related information to each participant; 

such that from the perspective of each participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in 

part on the points in the participant's point aceount; and 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

each participant as a currency transaction based on the 

program's program account hidden from the participant 

whereby the participant is not aware that the currency 

transaction with the vendor system is being transacted 

using the program account. 

Claim ll (previously presented): The interface of 

claim 10 wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving a purchase request from each participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

program account if the point account hae sufficient points 

to cover the purchase; and 

providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account to the A�I wherein the API is adapted 

to receive the corresponding purchase request from the GUI

and provide the received corresponding purchase request to 

9 
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Claim 12 (previously presented): The interface of 

claim 10 wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor 

purchase confirmation based on the program account and 

provide the received confirmation based on the program 

account to the GUI, and wherein the GUI includes 

instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation as a 

currency transactions based on the program account from the 

API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from each participant's point account in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

b&eed in whole or in part on the points to the participant 

in response to the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program aocount. 

Claim 13 (original): The interface of claim 10 

wherein the program is a loyalty program and wherein the 

program account is a shadow credit card. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A computerized system 

for permitting a participant to transact a purchase using 

awarded points with a vendor system which transacts 

10 
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purchases in currency, said syetem comprising a processo� 

including instructions for defining: 

a loyalty program which awards points to a 

participant, wherein the awarded points are maintained in a 

point account for the participant; 

an application programming interface (API) for 

interfacing with the vendor system; 

a program account hidden from the participant 

connected to the program for use in currency transactions; 

a graphical user interface (GUI) for providing an 

interface between the participant and the API and for 

communicating with the program; 

wherein said GUl includes instructions for: 

receiving participant-related information from the 

participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to the API; 

receiving a purchase request from the participant to 

conduct a purchase with the vendor system based on the 

points in the participant's point account; 

receiving information regarding the program account 

hidden from the participant from the loyalty program; 

converting the received purchase request based on the 

points into a corresponding purchase request based on the 

program account information if the point account has 

sufficient points to cover the purchase; and 

providing the corresponding purchase request based on 

the program account information to the API wherein the API 

is adapted to receive the corresponding purchase request 

from the GUI and provide the received corresponding 

purchase request to the vendor system as a purchase request 

baaed on the program account information; 

lJ. 
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wherein said API is adapted to receive the 

participant-related information from the GUI and to provide 

the received participant-related information to the vendor 

system; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related 

information from the vendor system and provide the received 

vendor�related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving 

vendor-related information from the API and providing the 

received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective of the participant, 

the participant uses the GUI to conduct a purchase 

transaction with the vendor system based in whole or in 

part on the points in the participant's point account; and 

suoh that from the perspective of the vendor system, 

the vendor system conducts the purchase transaction with 

the participant based on the loyalty program•s program 

account hidden from the participant whereby the participant 

is not aware that the purchase transaction with the vendor 

system is being transacted using the program account. 

Claim lS (canceled}. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The system of claim 14 

wherein the API is adapted to receive a vendor purchase 

confirmation based on the program account and provide the 

received confirmation based on the program account to the 

GUI, and wherein the GUI includes instructions for: 

receiving the vendor purchase confirmation based on 

the program account from the API; 

causing the points for the purchase to be deducted 

from the participant•s point account in response to the 

12 
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received vendor purchase confirmation based on the progr�im 

account; 

converting the received vendor purchase confirmation 

based on the program account into a corresponding purchase 

confirmation based on the points; and 

providing the corresponding purchase confirmation 

based on the points to the participant in response to the 

received vendor purchase confirmation based on the program 

account. 

Claim 17 (original): The system of claim 14 wherein 

the program account is a shadow credit card. 

13 
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REMARKS 

Applicants have thoroughly considered the Office 

action mailed on December 13, 2005. Claims 1-14, and 16-17 

are presented in the application for further examination. 

Claims 1, 5, 10, and 14 have been amended by this 

Amendment C. Reconsideration of the application claims as 

amended and in view of the following remarks is 

respectfully requested. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 use §101 

Claims l-14 and 16-17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

§101 as being directed to non-statutory subject matter.

Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's 

assertion and resubmit the argument previously �et forth in 

Amendments A and B that the claims in the present 

application recite software that produces a concrete, 

tangible and useful result. Again, the Office action fails 

to respond to Applicants arguments concerning these claims. 

In particular, the Examiner asserts "the software per se as 

recited in the claims are not tangible, since it is not 

tangibly embodied in a manner so as to be executable", but 

does not address Applicants argument that the claims are 

not software per ae because they produce a tangible result. 

(See Office action, page 21}. The Examiner merely restated 

the conclusion that claims are software per se without 

support. Nevertheless, to further prosecution, Applicants 

have amended claims 1 and 14 to recite 11 said system 

comprising a processor including instructions for 

defining ... ", claim 10 to recite "In a computer having a 

graphical user interface including a display ... 11, and claim 5 

14 
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to recite "In a computer having a user interface including 

a display ... 11• 

The present application is directed to a computerized 

system and method for facilitating the use of loyalty 

points in transactions between consumers (e.g., 

participanta) and vendors via graphical user interface 

(GUI) and an application programming interface (API). one 

of the many concrete, tangible and useful results of the 

present invention is a GUI that provides the consumer with 

the ability to use loyalty points ae a currency payment of 

a good or service without the knowledge of the vendor that 

loyalty points are being used. This is more than a mere 

abstraction of idea or mathematical algorithm; it achieves 

a practical application with a tangible results. 

Arrhythmia Research Tech. v. Corazonix Corp., 948 F.2d 

1053, 1057, 22 USPQ2d l033, 1036 (Fed. Cir. 1992). Because 

the claims result in a practical application with a 

tangible result, the claims in the present application are 

not software per se and are not "descriptive materials." 

The claims in the present application do not "(1) consist 

solely of mathematical operations without some claimed 

practical application or (2) simply manipulate abstract 

ideas or a bubble hie:r:archy. 11 In re Alappat, 33 F.3d 1526, 

1543 n.19, 32 USPQ2d 1545, 1556 n.19. 

Therefore, Applicants assert that the invention set 

forth in the specification anct the claims is statutory. 

Hence, Applicants request that the rejection of claims 1-14 

and 16-17 and be withdrawn. If, however, the Examiner is 

inclined to maintain the rejection, Applicants once again 

request the Examiner to identify the features of the 

invention that would render the claimed subject matter 

15 
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statutory if recited in the claims, pursuant to MPEP § 2106 

(IV) (B) .

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 USC §102 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 5 and 9 

under 35 U.S.C. §l02(e) as being anticipated by Chien et 

al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0054003 Al) is respectfully 

requested. Applicants do not agree with the Examiner that 

Chien et al. anticipates a method that provides a program 

account for use in currency transactions. Nonetheless, to 

further prosecution, Applicants have amended claim 5 to 

more clearly recite that the program account used to 

facilitate the currency transaction is provided to the 

interface by the program and not by the participant. 

As the Examiner has stated on page 22 of the Office 

action, Chien 1 e system "requires participants to enter a 

credit card number". (Chien et al., Fig. 6) However, 

claim 5 as a.mended recites "providing a program account 

hidden from the participant connected to the program" and 

_"providing an interface between the participant and the 

vender system, said interface having access to information 

regarding the program account hidden from the participant 

whereby the participant is not aware that the purchase 

request provided to the vendor system is being transacted 

using the program account 11
• Thus, Applicants' method 

requires that the program account is connected to the 

program and hidden from the participant. Accordingly, the 

participant does not provide credit card information to the 

program, and the participant is not aware that the 

transaction is actually being transacted using the credit 

card. (Specification, page 6, 1st complete paragraph). In 

contrast, Chien et al. teache that the participant is aware 

lG 
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of the credit card. Therefore, because Chien et al. does 

not disclose a shadow credit card and teach away from the 

recited invention, Chien et al. cannot not anticipate 

olaim s.

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully 

request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of 

claim 5. Claims 2-9, which depend directly or indirectly 

from claim S, are submitted as patentable for the same 

reasons as set forth above with respect to claim 5, 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 use §103 

Reconsideration of the rejection of claims 1-4, 6-8, 

10-14, and 16-17 under 35 U.S.c. §l03(a) as being

unpatentable over Chien et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0054003 

Al) and Rouston et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0037243 Al) is 

respectfully requested. As explained above, Chien et al. 

discloses that the participant knows and enters credit card 

information for use in currency transactions. 

Rouston et al. teaches that an employer/client may 

subscribe to a third-party system to encourage 

employees/members to use frequent flier mile for business 

travel. (Rouston et al., FIG. 5, Paragraph 17) The 

employer/client has a client account and may create member 

accounts for the employer's employees. (Rouaton et al., 

FIG. 2, Paragraph 31) Employees/members earn credits in 

their member accounts when they use frequent flier miles 

for business travel. (Rouston et al., FIG. 3, Paragraph 35) 

However, the employer's account is not used by the system 

when employee redeems his credits. 

In paragraph 25, Rouston et al. teaches away from the 

present invention and discloses that "central server also 

interacts with a credit card processing server, which 

17 
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processes member credit card information" (member is the 

employee not employer, see Rouston et al., paragraph 17). 

Furthermore, Rouston et al. does not even mention a 

currency or credit account when the member/employee redeems 

credits for goods or services. (Roueton et al., FIG. 4, 

Paragraph 42). 

Xn paragraphs 47 and 48, Rouston et al. teaches that 

the employer/client is billed a fee to the third-party for 

each active member/client. This employer/client account is 

not a currency or credit card account, but the third-party 

client account. Additionally, the employer/client aooount 

is billed by the third-party for program participation, not 

used to transact a credit redemption for goods or services 

between the member/employee and vender. Thus, Rouston et 

al. does not teach or suggest using a program account 

hidden from the participant connected to the loyalt� 

program for currency transaction as recited by claims 1, 

10, and 14, Further, Rouston does not teach a "Program 

account hidden from the participant whereby the participant 

is not aware that the purchase transaction with the vendor 

system is being transacted using the program account" aa 

recited by claim 1. Claima 10 and 14 include similar 

recitals. 

Therefore, because Chien et al. and Rouston et al. do 

not disclose every element of claima 1, 10 and 14, they can 

not render claims 1, 10 and 14 obvious. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully 

request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of 

claims 1 1 10, and 14. Claims 2-4, 6-8, ll-13, and 16-17 

which depend directly or indirectly from claims l, 10, and 

14, are submitted as patentable for the same reasons as set 

forth above with respect to claims 1, 10, and 14. 

18 
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Applicants believe that no fee is due. If, however, 

the Commissioner determines otherwise, such fees may be 

charged to Deposit Account No. 19-1345. 

FRA/BAW/cjl 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank R. Agovino, Reg. No. 27,416 
SENNIGER POWERS 
One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
314-231-5400
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USPAT; 
USOCR; 
EPO; JPO; 
DERWENT; 
IBM_TDB 

L3 178 shadow$5 near4 card$1 US-PG PUB; OR OFF 2006/03/17 14:10 
USPAT; 
USOCR; 
EPO; JPO; 
DERWENT; 
IBM_TDB 
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L1 7 (point$! and (user$1 participant$!) US-PG PUB; OR OFF 2006/03/17 15:18 
and account$! and program$! and USPAT 
(hidden shadow$4) and (interface$! 
GUI$1)).clm. 

C:\Documents and Settings\KVul\My Documents\EAST\Workspaces\10117309 -interference search.wsp 

CBM Page 229

3/17/06 3:20:08 PM Page 1 



' 

. i 

' 

"award point" account purchase interface - Google Search Page 1 of2 

Sign in 

Google· 
Web Results 1 - 10 of about 86 for "award point" account gurchase interface. (0.62 seconds) 

Andy Ju An Wang 
The award point count is adjusted for both non-gasoline and gasoline 
purchases. In addition, when the purchase includes gasoline, the number 
of gallons ... 
cse.spsu.edu/jwang/research/embedded/content.html - 37k -
Cached - Similar gages 

IPDFJ Magazine Subscriber Profile Service Swings into Next 
Phase 
File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML 
managed numerous accounts for DDB Needham Worldwide, including 
IBM, ... There must be point of purchal:;e notification as to the inclusion of 
the magazine ... 
www.accessabc.com/newsbulletin/nb-apr02.pdf - Similar gages 

Planet Apache 
For example loyality award point programs and phone cards .... You 
should strive for a pleasing interface. One where form and function work 
together to help ... 
planetapache.org/ - 101 k - Ci?lcbe<;l - $imi.li:l.LP;;IQ.e.� 

EP1285377 

Sponsored Links 

Purchase award 
Quality Corporate Awards from $25 
Thousands of Awards in Stock! 
www.Trophy.com 

Award BIOS Upgrades 
Official Award & AMI Update Site 
Detailed BIOS Report 
www.award-bios.com 

Awards 
We have what you're looking for. 
Awards 
www.eWoss.com 

The user interface simply presents an electronic form and prompts the ... When the 
customer seeks to purchase catalog items, the customer account is ... 
swpat.ffii.org/pikta/txt/ep/1285/377 / - 178k - <::::c:1gh�9 - $JmiJl;:lLP?91=l$ 

[DOC) TABLE OF CONTENTS 
File Format: Microsoft Word - View as HTML 
BAAB Wideband Air Interface Scalable Adaptive Modulation (SAM) Physical Layer ... Each 
Region is free to award point values to each category as it sees fit. ... 
www.npstc.org/documents/ 3-Guidelines%20for%20700%20MHz%20Regional% 
20Planning%20Committees%20030716%20NCC% ... - $imiJ!:lLP!:l9e$ 

[PDFJ Transition to Market Operations for Load Serving Entities and ... 
File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML 

... software Virtual Demand Bids are bids to purchase energy ... Most FTRs will be Point to 
Point FTRs The initial allocation will only award Point to Point FTRs ... 
www.midwestmarket.org/Documents/Education%20Material/ Training%20Course% 
20Materials/T2_PMLSE.pdf - Supplemental Result - �Ll}lilar r2ages 

£PDFJ DoN Implementation of Acquisition Reform Manual 
File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML 

... Partnering Past Performance Performance-Based Business Environment Purchase Card 
Program ... and testing enabling the government and contractor to interface in a ... 
164.224.120.238/index.php/navyaos/ content/download/1188/5460/file/implman.pdf -
Supplemental Result - Similar pages 

[PDFJ Highlights Ministry of Civil Aviation Directorate General of Civil ... 

File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML 

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&lr=&rls=GGLD%2CGGLD%3A2004-30%2CGGLD... 3/1 7 /06 
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� 
·, dates the accounts of the entire Ministry and other. related matters, apart from co-

ordinating the ... Passengers earn SSS award point on each SSS ticket, ... 
civilaviation.nic.in/reports/an_rep0304.pdf - $imilQLPQQ�$. 

ConsultantsSyndicate Retail/Online 
... Features, Consumer Interaction and Personalisation - Award Point/Coupons distribution 
depending on purchase pattern, order ... Finance and accounts ....
www.maricars.com/CS/webroot/Retail.htm - 31 k - Supplemental Result -
Cached - Similar pages 

DOWNSIZING, BUSINESS PROCESS REENGINEERING, AND QUALITY ... 
... of downsizing exists, but news accounts and anecdotal ... long-term detrimental effects-­
may buy a company ... embodied in the Baldridge Award point evaluating system ... 
mgv.mim.edu.my/Articles/00329/960227.Htm - 65k - Supplemental Result -
Ci:'lc:h.ed - Similar .. pages 

Goooooooog I e ..,. 
Result Page: 1 i J � § § I ft Next

Free! Speed up the web. Download the Google Web Accelerator. 

l"award point" account purchase inte/ 

Search within results I Language Tools I Search Tips I Dissatisfied? Help us improve 

Google Home - Advertising Programs - Business Solutions - About Google 

©2006 Google 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PA TENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

000321 7590 03/23/2006 

SENNIGER POWERS 

ONE METROPOLITAN SQUARE 
16THFLOOR 
ST LOUIS, MO 63102 

EXAMINER 

VU,KIEU D 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

2173 

DATE MAILED: 03/23/2006 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

10/117,309 04/05/2002 Thomas R. Bushold MRZ 9239 2271 

TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRANSACTING PURCHASES WITH A CASH VENDOR USING POINTS 

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE PUBLICATION FEE TOT AL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional NO $1400 $300 $1700 06/23/2006 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION QNTHE MERITS I.S. CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. T.HI.S. 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOT AL FEE(S) DUE shown
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box Sb on Part B -
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOT AL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box Sa on Part B - Fee(s)
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee{s) Transmittal should be
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORT ANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Page 1 of3 
PTOL-85 (Rev. 01/06) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. 
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PART B • FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M.fill 

or Fax 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexa·ndria, Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used tor domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
pape�. Each add_itional pape�. _such as an �signment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate ofma1lmg or transm1ss1on. 

000321 7590 03/23/2006 

SENNIGER POWERS 
Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 

ONE METROPOLITAN SQUARE 
16THFLOOR 

I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal S"ervice with sufficient postage for first class mail in an enveloP.C 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (57!) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 

ST LOUIS, MO 63102 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

I 0/ 117,309 04/05/2002 Thomas R. Bushold MRZ 9239 
TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRANSACTING PURCHASES WITH A CASH VENDOR USING POINTS 

APPLN.TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE 

nonprovisional NO $1400 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

VU, KIEU D 2173 

I. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

PUBLICATION FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$300 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

715-764000

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
(I) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

$!700 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

227! 

DATE DUE 

06/23/2006 

0 Change of correspondence address ( or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 

registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listeo, no name will be printed. 

2 ___________ _ 
0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

3 __________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 3 7 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STA TE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 
0 Issue Fee 
0 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 
0 Advance Order - # of Copies---------

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
0 a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

4b. Payment ofFee(s): 
0 A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 
0 Payment by credit card. Form PT0-2038 is attached. 
0The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to 

Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy ofth1s form). 

0 b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR l .27(g)(2). 
The Director of the USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the apphcant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Authorized Signature _____________________ _ Date __________________ _ 

Typed or printed name ____________________ _ Registration No.---------------

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, prepanng, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you reguire to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

10/117,309 04/05/2002 

000321 7590 03/23/2006 

SENNIGER POWERS 

ONE METROPOLITAN SQUARE 
I6THFLOOR 
ST LOUIS, MO 63102 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Thomas R. Bushold 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PA TENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

MRZ 9239 2271 

EXAMINER 

VU,KIEU D 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

2173 

DA TE MAILED: 03/23/2006 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 602 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 602 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571 )-272-4200. 

Page 3 of3 
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Io 

Notice of Allowability 

Application No. 

10/117,309 
Examiner 

Kieu D. Vu 

Applicant(s) 

BUSHOLD ET AL. 
Art Unit 

2173 

•• The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. IS:! This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 03/09/06.

2. IS:! The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5 7-14 and 16-17 (renumbered as 1-15).

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a) D All b) D Some* c) D None of the:

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ .

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

• Certified copies not received: __ .

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE: 

4. 0 A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PT0-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. D CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(a) D including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PT0-948) attached

1) D hereto or 2) D to Paper No./Mail Date

(b) D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. 0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1. D Notice of References Cited (PT0-892)

2. D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948)

3. D Information Disclosure Statements (PT0-1449 or PTO/SB/08),
Paper No./Mail Date __ 

4. D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit
of Biological Material 

5. D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-152)

6. D Interview Summary (PT0-413),
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

7. � Examiner's AmendmenUComment

8. D Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

9. D Other __ .

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 7-05) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 031706 
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Application/Control Number: 10/117,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

Examiner's Amendment 

Page 2 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 

by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such ari amendment, it MUST be 

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview

with Applicant's Representative Frank Agovino on 03/17/06. 

3. The claims have been amended as follows:

Claim 5: In a computer having a user interface including a display, a method for

use by a plurality of participants of a program which awards points to each participant, 

wherein the awarded points are maintained in a point account for each participant, said 

method permitting each participant to transact a purchase using the awarded points with 

a vendor system which transacts purchases in currency, said method comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a program account hidden from the participant connected to the 

program for use in currency transactions; 

providing an interface between the participant and the vendor system, said 

interface having access to information regarding the program account hidden from the 

participant; 

converting a purchase request from a participant based in whole or in part on 

points into a corresponding purchase request provided to the vendor system based on 
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Application/Control Number: 10/117 ,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

Page 3 

the program account information if the participant's point account has sufficient points to 

cover the purchase request; 

causing the points for the purchase request to be deducted from the participant's 

point account in response to a received vendor purchase confirmation of the 

corresponding purchase request whereby the participant is not aware that the purchase 

request provided to the vendor system is being transacted using the program account; 

wherein the interface comprises a graphical user interface (GUI) and an 

application programming interface (API) for the vendor system and: 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving participant-related 

information from each participant and providing the received participant-related 

information to the API; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive the participant-related information from 

the GUI and to provide the received participant-related information to the vendor 

system; 

wherein said API is adapted to receive vendor-related information from the 

vendor system and provide the received vendor-related information to the GUI; and 

wherein said GUI includes instructions for receiving vendor-related information 

from the API and providing the received vendor-related information to the participant; 

such that from the perspective of each participant, the participant uses the GUI to 

conduct a purchase transaction with the vendor system based on the points in each 

participant's point account; and 
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Application/Control Number: 10/117 ,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

Page 4 

such that from the perspective of the vendor system, the vendor system conducts 

the purchase transaction with each participant based as a currency transaction on the 

program account. 

Claim 6: canceled. 

Claim 7 : line 1, replace "claim 6" with "claim 5" 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-14, and 16-17 are allowed.

The Examiner has carefully considered the independent claims 1, 5, 10, and 14.

The prior art does not teach that the interface has access information regarding

program account "hidden from the participant" "whereby the participant is not aware that 

the purchase request provided to the vendor system is being transacted using the 

program account" in specific combinations recited in claims 1, 5, 10, and 14. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be reached on 

Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057-. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 

is assigned are as follows: 

5 71-273-8300 
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Application/Control Number: 10/117,309 

Art Unit: 2173 

and I or: 

Page 5 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX#, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL"

or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 

be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kieu Vu 

Primary Examiner 
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Issue Classification 
Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent under 

10/117,309 Reexamination 

II II II 1 1111 11 1 1 11 
BUSHOLD ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

Kieu D. Vu 2173 

ISSUE CLASSIFICATION 
ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED 

715 764 G 06 F 3 

CROSS REFERENCES 

CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK) 

715 962 

705 14 

............................................. ------.. -......... ----

/Assistant Examiner) (Date) 

(/jj�,.mi
7

f/.1 

ps�u
KIEUD.VU 

PRIMARY EXAM.INER

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 

o.;_,7_()( 

D Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant 
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"ffi 

"ffi 
"ffi C "ffi C "ffi C C 

C 'c, C 'c, C 'c, C 'c, 
u:: ·c u:: 

8 
u:: ·c u: ·c

0 0 0

1 1 31 61 91 

2 2 32 62 92 

3 3 33 63 93 

4 4 34 64 94 

5 5 35 65 95 

6 36 66 96 

6 7 37 67 97 

7 8 38 68 98 

8 9 39 69 99 

9 10 40 70 100 

10 11 41 71 101 

11 12 42 72 102 

12 13 43 73 103 

13 14 44 74 104 

15 45 75 105 

14 16 46 76 106 

15 17 47 77 107 

18 48 78 108 

19 49 79 109 

20 50 80 110 

21 51 81 111 

22 52 82 112 

23 53 83 113 

24 54 84 114 

25 55 85 115 

26 56 86 116 

27 57 87 117 

28 58 88 118 

29 59 89 119 

30 60 90 120 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

NON-CLAIMED 

100 G 06 F 3 100 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

Total Claims Allowed: 15 

O.G. O.G. 

Print Claim(s) Print Fig. 

1 2 

0CPA OT.D. D R.1.47

"ffi 
"ffi 

"ffi 
"ffi 

"ffi 
"ffi 

C C C 
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121 151 181 

122 152 182 
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130 160 190 

131 161 191 

132 162 192 

133 163 193 

134 164 194 

135 165 195 

136 166 196 

137 167 197 

138 168 198 

139 169 199 

140 170 200 

141 171 201 

142 172 202 

143 173 203 

144 174 204 

145 175 205 

146 176 206 

147 177 207 
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